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Foreword
COMMISSIONER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT   

Mankind has been managing nature and shaping the landscape in 
Europe for thousands of years. What we call “nature” today is the 
product of constant interaction between man and his surrounding 
environment. Many of the most valuable landscapes of the EU – and 
my home country Slovenia is a beautiful example – are the result of 
management practices which have often been carried out by land 
owners and their families for many centuries.  

Managing nature also means managing biodiversity. The whole of 
society relies on the natural world for countless services it delivers 
for free, such as water filtration and storage, carbon sequestration 
and beautiful landscapes, to mention but a few. If we want to 
safeguard those services, then it is vital to protect the natural assets 
and the biodiversity that provide them. 

Land managers can – and should – assist policy makers in reaching 
the ambitious targets set for nature and biodiversity conservation. For generations they 
have been the stewards of the land and its wildlife, and in many cases their management 
choices have helped create balanced and healthy ecosystems that are now designated as 
Natura 2000 sites.  

We should make use of their experience and work together with the people living on and 
from the land. Only by recognizing that we share a common interest will we be able to 
establish the most effective policies to preserve nature in Europe. 
I welcome the Wildlife Estates label and the ten commitments which aim to encourage 
the simple principles of good management, and which should lead to sustainable hunting 
practices on wildlife estates, on Natura 2000 sites and in the wider countryside.      

The guidelines are a valuable contribution to the EU biodiversity objectives set out in the 
Commission Communication ‘Our life insurance, our natural capital: an EU biodiversity 
strategy to 2020’ which was adopted in May. The strategy emphasizes that achieving the 
EU and global 2020 biodiversity targets will require the full engagement and commitment 
of a wide variety of stakeholders, including through partnerships involving all relevant 
public and private actors, and this label is a good example of one such partnership. It will 
facilitate the efforts that many proactive estate managers already invest in finding an often 
delicate balance between environmental, economic and social factors, in line with the core 
principles of sustainable management. 

In essence, I believe the Wildlife Estates label can be an important tool to promote the many 
examples of responsible practices of land and biodiversity management implemented in 
numerous private estates across Europe.

Janez POTOčNIK
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Contributions 

Ladislav.MIKO.

Biodiversity - the diversity of life forms and their interactions - 
is our natural capital. Human economy often depends on its 
presence – therefore loss of this capital may lead to substantial 
economic losses. The multifunctional role of biodiversity 
comprises preservation of various ecosystem services, delivery 
of vital goods and the maintenance of ecological processes 
that ensure a high quality of life. However, we are witnessing 
dramatic biodiversity loss and there is a high risk of large scale 
species extinction as ecosystems are approaching the threshold 

of no return. Such a critical situation may endanger the quality of life for future generations.

Therefore, biodiversity conservation, together with climate change mitigation and sustainable 
use of natural resources is the main challenge for both the global and European environment. 
The Natura 2000 network, born from the EU Birds and Habitats Directive, plays a crucial role in 
halting biodiversity loss in the European Union. Although the establishment of the Natura 2000 
network together with Biodiversity action plan manages to stimulate certain action, and some 
partial successes were already recorded (e.g. increase of populations of some endangered bird 
species), overall biodiversity loss has not been halted yet. Moreover, biodiversity conservation 
clearly depends not only on the successful implementation of EU legislation, but mainly on the 
active involvement of all rural stakeholders, land managers and the broad community of hunters 
and anglers.

Landowners, land managers, hunters and anglers represent a very significant part of the 
biodiversity conservation jigsaw. They are closely linked to wildlife as they work in the countryside 
on a day-to-day basis. As a result, they have a vast knowledge of ecosystems and their elements 
– species of plants and animals. Furthermore, they have repeatedly shown a strong interest and 
an active involvement in protecting the European countryside. A lot of hunters have already 
proved their deep involvement by their contribution to the successful implementation of Natura 
2000 on their hunting estates. Some of them can serve as a best practice example thanks to 
the everyday maintenance of habitats, respect of law relative to sustainable hunting principles 
and raising awareness on the necessity of biodiversity conservation. Their valuable contributions, 
including integrated sustainable management, should be recognized to promote such synergies 
between biodiversity conservation and sustainable land use.

Wildlife Estates aim to contribute to biodiversity conservation by establishing a network of estates 
which implement principles of sustainable wildlife management. It also promotes and justifies 
the necessity of broader biodiversity conservation. This initiative of private land managers can be 
a guiding tool which allows others to act sustainably towards biodiversity.

Biodiversity is our capital. Wildlife Estates could be a good way to enable its valorisation!

Ladislav.Miko

Deputy - Director-General - for the Food Chain
EU Commission
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Thierry.de.l’ESCAILLE

Europe’s Wildlife Estates are major holders of natures’ most 
important capital, Biodiversity. It is the life blood of Europe 
giving us food, water, clean air, and all the other ingredients to 
allow society to prosper. Being a landmanager and a holder of 
Biodiversity, I understand that I have a responsibility to preserve 
Europe’s natural assets. 

Although, significant progress has been made over the past 20 
years to promote more sustainable management of agricultural 
and forestry lands to ensure the delivery of environmental public 
goods and essential ecosystem services, biodiversity has been 
declining in Europe and the effects of Climate Change will only 

exacerbate the problem. In addition, Biodiversity’s economic value is not always recognised by 
in the value of the products that rely on the Biodiversity itself. However, there is hope. Through 
the actions of millions of landmanagers this biodiversity capital is being preserved and actively 
enhanced, because biodiversity is the landmanagers capital. Many of our charismatic species 
and habitats are now actually dependent on the continuation of appropriate farming or forestry 
practices.

Over the past decade, the focus of European Agriculture and Forestry has shifted fundamentally, 
to the provision of environmental public goods and services, along with maintaining adequate 
and secure food and timber supplies.

We have reached a point where National and European policies are being reformed, whilst coming 
under measures of understandable austerity. Indeed the Multiannual Financial Framework, the 
EU’s budget 2014-2020 remains a sensitive issue. The New Common Agricultural Policy, Europe’s 
new 2020 Biodiversity strategy and 2050 vision have set the ambitious targets for European 
society to aim for. However, governmental measures cannot provide all the solutions to the 
problems that the European Wildlife Estates are facing. In the coming years of austerity, rural 
stakeholders will have to bear more of the burden. That is why initiatives such as ‘Wildlife Estates’ 
are crucial so that this burden can be borne, because precisely they act as a support for policy 
measures by bringing on field expertise and experience. 

Through the efforts of the European Landowners’ Organization, the European Union, and the 
founding members, this vital project is gaining momentum across Europe, with the additional 
setting up of national networks in Austria, Denmark, Germany, and the Czech Republic. The 
Wildlife Estates now covers every bio-geographical region in Europe. A special mention must 
also be made to our pan-European partners who bring expertise to the process namely the CIC, 
FACE, and Birdlife International. 

Thierry.de.l’ESCAILLE

General Secretary
CEO 
European Landowners’ Organisation 
& Friends of the Countryside
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Tamas.Marghescu

Sustainable use of wildlife has a tradition as long as human 
history reaches back. The United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has in 
November 2010 officially designated falconry, an ancient 
form of hunting, on the Representative List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.  Sustainable use of natural 
resources, including hunting, is next to the pillars of species 
and habitat conservation the third pillar of the international 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). Yet hunting is 
facing increased pressure and a bad image originating 

especially from the discrediting activities of extreme, misguided animal welfare organisations 
from notably the bad practices of a few ”hunters” and a general lack of communication, 
marketing and public relations on the part of hunters.

Wildlife estates, either public or private, have as one of their objectives to sustainably manage 
and preserve the wildlife population. They have been and continue to be an important corner 
stone in the conservation of wildlife and their habitats all over the world. The wildlife conservation 
success story of South Africa for example is clearly connected to private wildlife estates. Natura 
2000 conservation areas in Europe were not just accidentally designated to coincide with 
the terrain of wildlife estates. Managers of these estates must have done something right, if 
the estates are chosen to become prime conservation areas of the European Communities. 
The European Commission and its member states are in need to provide guidance as to what 
management practices should be used to manage Natura 2000 sites. A network of wildlife 
estates, representing geographical differences in terms of natural features ad cultural traditions 
could form a network of excellence, demonstrating best practices for wildlife management of 
Natura 2000 sites. 

The network provides for the horizontal exchange of information and experience between 
the estates themselves across borders and bio-geographical regions. It can serve also most 
importantly as a two-way channel of communication between estate managers and policy 
makers. 

It would be desirable, if such a network would receive research backup through a programme 
financed for example by the Directorate General for Research of the European Commission 
to collate all information from the best practice examples and distil the success elements for 
replication elsewhere. It should be noted that currently ongoing research efforts in relation 
to the assessment of the value of ecosystem services should not miss out to investigate the 
economic value of wildlife management. The network can serve as an “open laboratory” for 
experimental research on wildlife related issues. 

Professional assistance is required to communicate and market the management and 
conservation successes of the network.  Selected, private Wildlife Estate partners should receive 
some sort of incentive to devote resources in support of the Wildlife Estates.

The International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation (CIC) as a founding partner of 
the Wildlife Estates is standing by ready to assist with the development of the Wildlife Estates 
network particularly in widening it beyond the European boundaries to a world-wide or rather 
multi-regional programme. The communications means of CIC are at the service of the Wildlife 
Estates Initiative in order to bundle and streamline resources to serve a common objective.

Tamas.Marghescu
Director General of CIC
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Angus.Middleton

By being alive we are all contributing to the attrition of 
nature simply because it remains the essential basis for our 
living, no matter how ethical we try to be. There is however 
a difference to be made in what we give back to conserve 
nature. We need to be innovative and find ways to ensure 
that wildlife and their habitats can be better conserved for 
present and future generations. 

Whilst generations come and go, the land and nature 
which sustains them remains. Landowners in particular 
recognise this and often consider themselves merely as 

stewards looking after the land for future generations. Hunters and landowners, who are often 
one and the same, typically have a close relationship in conserving wildlife and its habitats. 

They have long paid their way both financially and 
in kind and ensure that biodiversity has a value. The 
value of biodiversity encompasses a plurality of 
perceptions, practices, knowledge and cultural values 
that call for tolerance and mutual respect in order to 
work together. Socio-diversity echoes biodiversity. 
Biodiversity and nature should not be sanctified but 
socialised. Managing biodiversity does not only entail 
the management of all biological entities but also the 
management of social diversity. European nature and 
biodiversity will only attain the levels that we aspire to if 
we utilise a broad spectrum of conservation tools. The 
message is simple, protection alone will not deliver the 
goals we want to achieve. 

In this regard the Wildlife Estates initiative which is 
being championed by the ELO, serves as an excellent 
example of inclusive conservation. In particular it 
helps to showcase best practice where the value 
and importance of nature and biodiversity is fully 
incorporated into the management of the land.

FACE, representing National Hunting Associations from 
36 European Countries, supports the Wildlife Estates 
as an important conservation model which clearly 
demonstrates that sustainable hunting and angling 
are useful tools which land managers can utilise for 
effective conservation. 

Angus.Middleton
CEO
FACE (Federation of Associations for Hunting and Conservation in Europe)
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Introduction

The European Landowners Organization, (ELO) and Friends of the Countryside, (FCS) 

advocacy of sustainable agriculture and environmental-friendly rural development is well 

known. But more needs and can be done to show to the political leaders the essential role 

of land managers in preserving and enhancing the rural environment, and send a clear 

message that their efforts deserve greater attention and support. Lobbying is not enough. 

For this reason, the ELO and FCS have been developing new means of action. Knowledge 

of rural problems and the need to preserve our natural capital call for further instruments 

of action.

Therefore, Wildlife Estates aims to improve the recognition of best practices in the area 

of land management. By establishing a set of principles, criteria and indicators that take 

into account the three pillars of sustainability (environmental, economic and socio-cultural 

aspects), it aims to introduce an objective and transparent system to demonstrate how 

wildlife management undertaken by landowners is in line with the 

principles of biodiversity conservation which deliver multiple benefits 

for society and rural communities (Environmental Services). It will 

also offer a first step towards greater transparency; by assuring 

customers and consumers that they are contributing to sustainable 

rural development. 

Landowners, land managers, hunters and anglers represent a very 

significant resource for biodiversity conservation efforts. They are closely linked to wildlife as 

they work in the countryside on a day-to-day basis. As a result, they have a vast knowledge 

of ecosystems and their elements – species of plants and animals. Furthermore, they have 

repeatedly shown a strong interest and an active involvement in protecting the European 

countryside. Their valuable contributions, including integrated sustainable management, 

should be recognized to promote such synergies between biodiversity conservation and 

sustainable land use.

Wildlife Estates contributes to biodiversity conservation by establishing a network of estates 

which implements the principles of sustainable wildlife management. It also promotes and 

justifies the necessity of broader biodiversity conservation. This initiative of private land 

managers can be a guiding tool which allows others to manage biodiversity in a sustainable 

and responsible manner. 

Wildlife Estates (WE) is a tool for sustainable land use and wildlife management 
operating according to agreed principles for environmentally appropriate, 

socially beneficial and economically viable land management.

WE aims to improve 
recognition of best practices 
in land managment
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WE History

09/2004: First Meeting « Territoires de Faune Sauvage » in Chambord (France)
 • Open debate on the general philosophy and the creation of a Think Thank
 • Discussion on sustainable hunting in favour of biodiversity in line with Natura 2000

09/2005: First Annual Plenary Session in Estremoz (Portugal)
 • Kick off meeting and creation of the Pilot Wildlife Estates Initiative (PWEi)
 • Creation of Working Groups (ELO, ONCFS, APROCA, ANPC, FACE)
 • ELO becomes the organisational body

09/2006: Annual Plenary Session in Copenhagen (Denmark)
 • Creation of PWEi Charter based on 10 commitments
 • Creation of PWEi Label + First Applications;

08/2007: Annual Plenary Session in Spa (Belgium)
 • Presentation of different Questionnaires
 • Presentation of different evaluation systems
 • Award of the PWEi label to the first test cases.

04/2008: Working Group with the International Jury in Galice (Spain)
 • PWEi became officially the Wildlife Estates Initiative (WEi)

09/2008: Annual Plenary Session in Hoenderloo (Netherlands)
 • The RISE Foundation is officially supporting the Initiative
 • Discussions on the Evaluation Grid
 • Publications and Guidelines

03/2009: Boreal Working Group
 • Presentation of the Boreal Evaluation Grid
 • Pilot Wildlife Estates are assigned for testing

09/2009: Annual Plenary Session in Mertola (Portugal)
 • Principle of subsidiarity proposed
 • Debate on the creation of national WE liaison offices.

02/2010: Mediterranean working Group in Soria (Spain)
 • Presentation of new WEi-Website and new methodology
 • Discussion on the interrelation with Natura 2000 Network
 • Criteria for evaluation of the Macaronesian bio-geographical region 

The Wildlife Estates initiative was born in 2005 when influential actors 
in the nature conservation and landmanagement field took the 

opportunity to build a philosophy around the concepts of wildlife 
management and sustainable land use.  The decision was taken to create 

the WE-Charter and the WE-Label. The project was built progressively 
according to political, economical and social 

considerations emerging both at the EU and local level.

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010
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03/2010: Boreal Working Group in Helsinki (Finland)
 • Creation of official Jury and a list of evaluator
 • Creation of the Swedish-Danish Delegation

09/2010: Annual Plenary Session in Scotland
 • Presentation of WE operational and organisational structure
 • Presentation of “Operation Pollinator”
 • WEi become officially Wildlife Estates (WE)

01/2011: Meeting with the Steering Group in Brussels (Belgium)
 • Discussions on the WE-Philosophy and objectives
 • Discussions on WE-Questionnaire, methodology and structure.

02/2011: Alpine Working Group in Vienna (Austria)
 • The Wildlife Estates philosophy and national objectives
 • Pilot Wildlife Estates are assigned for testing:
 • Creation of the Austrian Delegation.

05/2011: Boreal Working Group in Bäckaskog (Sweden)
 • First Swedish and Danish Wildlife Estates labels
 • Open debate and discussions on the Charter, Questionnaire and Evaluation Grid
 • The WE philosophy towards a better future.

06/2011: WE Workshop in Chlumec nad Cidlinou (Czech republic)
 • Presentation of the Wildlife Estates Network to several estates managers, national 

and local authorities
 • Awarding the first pilot WE-Label in Czech Republic.
 • Kick off meeting on establishing a joint working group on issues faced by land 

managers on Natura 2000

09/2011: Annual Plenary Session in Lower Saxony (Germany)
 • The Wildlife estates philosophy and national objectives
 • Creation of the German Delegation and designation of Pilot Estates.

2011

2010
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WE-Philosophy

Sustainable.Wildlife.Management.

Biodiversity is at the heart of Wildlife Estates. Europe’s farmers, 
foresters, hunters and anglers are indirect producers of wild flora and 
fauna and provide the foundation for sustainable rural development. 

However European habitats are under pressure from a variety of factors. These include 
habitat fragmentation, degradation and destruction due to changes in land-use, conversion 
and intensification of production systems, abandonment of traditional (often biodiversity-
friendly) practices, infrastructure developments, urbanisation and lack of supporting funds 
for rural communities. Other key pressures include: over-exploitation, pollution and the 
spread of invasive alien species. Climate change may potentially add to the existing stresses 
and pressures on ecosystems (on which human societies also depend). In order to increase 
the ability of ecosystems to adapt to climate change, it is essential to halt biodiversity loss.

WE has succeeded in creating and improving habitats in favour of biodiversity. As an 
example, there are now scientific studies which show that on estates which are members 
of the WE a broader variety of wild species can be found. On average, there are between 
6 and 12 species which allow sustainable hunting and fishing (compared to the 1 or 2 
species available in non-WE lands). The aim of WE has been to create the natural conditions 
where game species can thrive; this in turn improves the natural conditions for a host of 
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other life forms (often ranging between 60 and 120 animal species). In many cases these 
management practices allow other vulnerable or endangered creatures to strengthen their 
biological niche.

The concept of “conservation through wise use” embraces both the provision of responsible 
access to, and enjoyment of, wildlife by society as a whole. The harvesting of a defined 
surplus of certain wildlife species by shooting and fishing, so as to benefit a wider range 
of biodiversity is vitally important. This concept also recognises the role of active and 
positive management based on the ability to deploy a package of legitimate measures 
designed to either enhance the survival and productivity of certain species, or to manage 

their population so as to reduce negative impacts on other 
species or ecosystem services.

The WE project has been built in accordance to the main 
environmental goals of the EU legislations. The 2020 
Biodiversity Strategy of the European Commission1 is a 
support-tool for the development of this philosophy. 
Furthermore, WE responds in part to the Natura 2000 
network ambitions and aims to translate the Birds and 
Habitats Directives2 requirements into practical guidelines. 

Natura 2000 is the cornerstone of EU policy to protect Europe’s biodiversity. It sets a model 
for nature protection – science-driven, legally enforceable and based upon ecosystems as 
the basic unit. 

One of the common misconceptions of Natura 2000 is that once a site is designated, all 
economic activities have to stop. This is simply not true. Europe’s countryside is characterised 
by an active relationship between man and nature and the Natura 2000 network consists of 
living landscapes. Farming, fishing, forestry and hunting can be continued. And even major 
development projects can be carried out, provided there is an “overriding public interest”, 
there are no feasible alternatives, and if proper compensatory measures are taken towards 
biodiversity protection.

The concept of 
“conservation through wise 

use” embraces both the 
provision of responsible 

access to, and enjoyment 
of, wildlife by society as

 a whole.

1 Our life insurance, our natural capital: an EU biodiversity strategy to 2020, COM (2011) 244 final
2 Council Directives 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds, OJ L 103 p. 1, and 92/43/EEC on the 

conservation of natural habitats and wild fauna and flora, OJ L 206, p. 7.
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Land.Use.“challenges”

The rural world is a key player in overcoming the world’s food, 

energy and environmental challenges, as well as their effects on prices. 

Rural areas offer clear opportunities. In some cases these are 

neglected growth reservoirs that can play a definite role in creating 

jobs, and are strategic territories for sustainable development, nature 

conservation and restoration. If national markets would take into 

consideration the full contribution to our general well being, as they 

hopefully will do soon, the benefits accrued by rural areas would be 

a multiple of what they are today. 

The countryside is currently facing rural-specific challenges. Its viability depends on many 
factors such as climate, water resources, past and present private initiatives, public policy, 
financing, international trade context, lobbying capacity and last but not least, public 
opinion. Private and public investment, when wisely 
allocated to rural activities, is well spent and has better 
cost/benefit ratios than urban investment when the value 
of ecosystems is accounted for.

One can easily observe that most European landscapes 
have been shaped or influenced by various forms of human 
activity, mostly by private initiatives. As environmental 
degradation accelerates, private land managers 
increasingly become key players, and will have to do ever 
more in the future, to preserve nature and the landscape 
through good management. However, governments will 
have to play a bigger role too, as they have the responsibility to encourage and incentivise 
the sustainable development of rural communities.

Public policy has an important role to play, determining the factor for the future of the 
countryside. More must be done in order to explain how the actions of our land managers 
play an overriding role in ecosystem preservation. 

In this context, one must not under-emphasize the large non-income-producing 
contribution to public goods and services such as the landscape and biodiversity that 
continues to be provided to society by land managers. Meanwhile, we must stress that, as 
costs increase at a faster rate than income, one cannot expect land managers to continue 
to be the stewards of nature – while at the same time producing food, fiber and energy 
products - without adequate incentives. Unless rural entrepreneurs can make a profit, 
which ensures them comparable living standards to other economic sectors, one cannot 
expect them to invest and continue to deliver the public goods society demands. 

Although the world is experiencing an exceptionally difficult economical situation, it is 
important for politicians to understand that any revitalisation of the economy in their 
country will probably start from small and medium size businesses. Rural estates are a 

Rural estates are 
crucial in supporting 
rural economies
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crucial in supporting rural economies: they maintain the capital within rural communities, 
they provide jobs and are often source of important entrepreneurial activities.

This aspect has become particularly important at present. International legal provisions 
for the conservation of nature and the protection of the environment urge all interested 
parties to recognise the supreme importance of protecting natural ecosystems, preserving 
the species, the balance and quality of natural resources and to take appropriate measures 
in those regards. Areas degraded by human activities are to be rehabilitated in accordance 
with their natural potential and compatibly with the well being of the affected populations. 
But the financial means made available by governments, financial institutions, private 
investors, philanthropists and various other NGOs are clearly falling short of these tasks.

As. public. financial. support. to. the. rural. sector. is. retreating,. complementary.
private.initiatives.and.private.financing.instruments.of.rural.development.are.
called.for.in.order.to.enhance.rural.investment.
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WE-Overview and Objectives

The.main.vision.and.objective.are.therefore.the.following:

n To engage the private and public sectors in collaboration to halt and reverse the loss of 
biodiversity;

n To promote, implements and shares contemporary best practices in game and wildlife 
management to maximise the range of benefits they deliver;

n To improve the political and public understanding and perception of private estate 
management, and what they deliver in terms of economic and other public benefits;

n To provide a framework within which management initiatives designed to resolve con-
flicts and secure a sustainable balance between different interests and species can be 
developed and promoted;

n To provide and disseminate robust information about wildlife management for educa-
tional, decision-taking and policy-making purposes.

The Wildlife Estates is crucial at the present time, when restrictions 
in budgets to communities will affect the agricultural and forestry sector 

and the financing of rural development. It aims to identify and demonstrate 
sustainable alternative sources of income.
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 • The Wildlife Estates allows rural entrepreneurs and land managers to anticipate 
new EU legislations and to work towards new tools in order to bring practical 
solutions to existing problems.

 • The Wildlife Estates communicates affordable ways of enhancing biodiversity 
thanks to tested sustainable land management practices in favor of wildlife.

 • The Wildlife Estates Label improves and develops a successful “Wildlife Products 
Economy” which is important to the national and international reputation and 
prosperity of EU Member States, and the well-being of its people.

 • The Wildlife Estates Label represents a public commitment by land owners to 
voluntarily set out to achieve the highest standards of wildlife management and 
conservation that deliver a wide range of social, economic and environmental 
public benefits.

 • The Wildlife Estates will be committed to, and accredited for, best management 
and conservation practice and will be recognized as managing their wildlife 
resources sustainably with full consideration for the natural environment.

 • The Wildlife Estates will provide a framework that will potentially facilitate the 
trial and practices of new and innovative management techniques to address 
and resolve conflicts and underpin an effective balance between voluntary 
actions, incentives and regulation.

 • The Wildlife Estates will help to achieve Natura 2000 objectives and contribute 
to Nature directives, attracting support from the European Commission.

 • The Wildlife Estates will help to connect people with the land and the resources 
it provides by supporting the provision of better information and encouraging 
active engagement with communities.

 • The Wildlife Estates will encourage and grow private sector investment in rural 
areas, so that businesses can provide the wider economic and public benefits.
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WE-Governance

 

National.WE-delegations

The Wildlife Estates network is represented in 22 European countries mostly through a 
decentralized network. The Wildlife Estates secretariat is situated in Brussels, Belgium 
whereby it coordinates the activities of the National WE-Delegations. 

European Landowners ‘Organization’ ELO
(Oversees WE)

WE PARTNERS
(CIC, FACE, IUCN, RISE, BIRDLIFE, UNDP, etc)

(Supporting WE)

WE STEERING COMMITTEE
(Responsible for decision-making and setting the strategic direction of WE)

WE SECRETARIAT
(In charge of day to day general coordination)

NATIONAL WE DELEGATION
(Responsible for implementation WE at national level)

NATIONAL WE DELEGATION
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The. following. contributions. are. those. from. the. most. active. Wildlife. Estates.
Delegations.throughout.Europe:

                       AuSTRIA

The Wildlife Estates Label in Austria will be an important exchange platform for different 
and innovative solutions for the preservation of biodiversity for Austrian landmanagers. 
In addition, the implementation of the WE platform can act as an enhancement tool for 
management plans that comply with EU environmental legislations. 

Two important meetings were held in Vienna in 2011 to implement the label in Austria. 
Some private owners voiced a deep interest in joining the WE Network since the common 
motivation for a private landowner is to preserve biodiversity on their estates and to 
regulate the (game) animal population on their estates. There is now one estate which is 
fulfilling the criteria to receive the label for the continental region. Austria is divided into 
various different biogeographical regions and that is why together with the University of 
Applied Life Sciences (BOKU) we are working to adapt the WE application forms for the 
alpine and Pannonia biogeographical regions. The implementation of the WE Label is a 
successive process because it involves different stakeholders, such as private landowners, 
landmanagers, farmers, public organisations, federal hunting associations and universities. 
The wildlife team in Austria will set up a Wildlife Estate Committee, consisting of four to six 
landmanagers, one person from the University and one person from the ELO in Brussels.

Contact.person.
Philip Miller-Aichholz : ruraldev2@elo.org

                 BELGIuM 

The Belgian landscape is particularly varied, but is predominantly a result of a very long 
history of human interaction and modification and with very limited unmodified natural 
areas remaining. Apart from farmers and foresters, hunters and anglers are both users of 
ecosystem services and in part managers of ecosystems. They are strongly linked to rural 
landscapes and as a result are significant stakeholders in rural land-use activities.

The directorate General of Agriculture, Natural resources and Environment (DG ARNE) is 
responsible to implement the wildlife Estates in the Walloon region. The Director General 
assisted by external evaluators facilitating the rewarding of the wildlife Estates label to 
examplary estates. Together with DG ARNE in the Walloon Region, Landelijk Vlaanderen 
act independently for the Flamish Region. Both of them cover the Belgian Territory and 
recognise good and examplary estates willing to be rewarded.
Given that hunting is strongly linked to land-use activities, the two Wildlife Estates regional 
delegations in Belgium are seeking to build up internal networks to ensure that land 
managers are involved in the dialogue and policy development related to land-use. 

Contact.person.
Manuel de Tillesse : Manuel.detillesse@spw.wallonie.be
Ophelie Eliat : ophelie.eliat@landelijkvlaanderen.be
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                 CzECh REpuBLIC

Hunting has a long tradition in the Czech Republic and there are many grounds were nature 
and wildlife are managed by either private landowners or the public sector. In fact hunting 
and wildlife have always been linked also to Czech art and traditional folklore. The Czech 
countryside and its wildlife have inspired many painters and composers, and animals even 
have their dedicated musical theme in Czech hunting tradition. The Czech countryside 
has always hosted activities such as agriculture, forestry, hunting and fishing. During the 
Communist regime the state took over the management of all the land in the countries, 
including those estates which had historically been managed by private families. Few of the 
large estates which were confiscated thrived under those circumstances and some were 
deteriorated in terms of their architectural as well as natural capital.
With the fall of the regime many of the estates were given back to the previous owners, 
which now face the challenge of maintaining them and making them profitable. For these 
land managers nature and wildlife is not only serving the purpose of decoration, it is 
often the best asset they have in order to turn their estates into economically sustainable 
businesses. They are very well aware of how important it is to find the correct balance in 
the management of habitats and their biodiversity because they depend on the land they 
manage, and therefore the nature which comes with it.
That is why the Wildlife Estates label can be an important tool to encourage and reward 
both Czech private land managers and managers of the public-owned hunting grounds 
for their continuous effort, and can also provide an exchange platform for different and 
innovative solutions for the management and preservation of biodiversity on their land.
Currently the Wildlife Estate label is present in the Czech Republic the network but needs 
to grow stronger. Efforts are being made to further promote the label and obtain the 
certification of other estates. The pilot estate and the promotion efforts are closely 
monitored and managed by a small team. This team is also working on gaining more 
recognition and public support from the general public and decision makers. In the next 
years the focus will be given on strengthening the link between the labelled estates, land 
managers and civil society through education and awareness programs about nature, 
forestry and hunting.

Contact.person.: 
Francesco Kinsky: Rural2@elo.org

                FINLAND

Hunting and fishing are very important nature-based activities for Finnish people. About 2 
million people, i.e. 40 % of the Finns angle at least once a year, and total of six percent of 
the citizens have a hunting license, which is more than anywhere else in Europe.
Hunting in Finland is mostly organised via hunting clubs. Today there are over 4 000 
hunting clubs in Finland who have hunting grounds ranging in size from 1 000 up to 50 
000 hectares. Some private estates are big enough in size (over 1000 ha) to run moose 
hunting purely within their own land.
Despite the fact that hunting and fishing are commonly practised and generally well 
accepted in Finland, hunting in protected areas has repeatedly been under debate during 
the recent years. By new Nature Conservation Act, affirmed in 2011, hunting in protected 
areas is by default forbidden in southern Finland and allowed in northern Finland.
Rural managers and landowners have the role to conserve nature and produce biodiversity. 
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Sustainable hunting should be considered as a tool to properly manage land, especially in 
protected areas. This needs to be adressed to the public as to raise their awareness.
The Wildlife Estates is one way to promote this. Together with the Finnish Landowners 
Organization (MOL), Metsahallitus, a state entreprise that administers and manages state-
owned land and waters, are representing and coordinating the Wildlife Estates in Finland 
and act as a mediator from Finland to ELO. Finnish Wildlife Agency and Finnish Hunters’ 
Association are the collaborating organizations in the Wildlife Estates by participating, 
informing and evaluating of Finnish candidates.
The wise use for the good of biodiversity need yet to be demonstrated through some 
hunting clubs and exemplary private estates joining the Wildlife Estate network in Finland.

Contact.person.:.
Ahti putaala: ahti.putaala@metsa.fi
Tuija Nummela: tuija.nummela@maanomistajainliitto.fi

                FRANCE 

The National Hunting and Wildlife Agency (ONCFS) has been heavily involved since 
the creation of the Wildlife Estates label with developing its implementation of the 
management recommendations for wildlife to ensure a balance between agriculture, 
forestry and hunting in France.

The ONCFS aims to protect and promote sustainable management for wildlife and its 
habitat. Their study and research skills are mobilized to increase awareness and to support 
exemplary initiatives which comply with the protection of biodiversity. ONCFS is the 
interface for wildlife management and conservation between the government (national or 
local), managers (hunters, foresters, farmers) and researchers. 

It is a public institution that performs five main tasks, guided by government policy for 
the preservation of biodiversity and the implementation of the Environment Round Table 
“Grenelle Environment” These are: Monitoring of wildlife and their habitats and enforcement 
of hunting and environmental policy regulations; Studies, research and experimentation for 
the conservation, restoration and management of wildlife and its habitats; Technical support 
to public authorities in assessing the status of wildlife and monitoring its management, 
policy development and the regional assessment of wildlife management to improve the 
quality of habitats; The evolution of hunting on the principles of sustainable development 
and the development of eco-friendly management practices in rural areas; And finally, the 
organization and validation of the hunting license examination.

The label Wildlife Estates is awarded in France to exemplary hunting grounds, which apply 
the principles of good management and conservation of wildlife and habitats, including 
compliance with the Birds and Habitats Directives. The WE label supports the ONCFS in 
order to improve hunting according to the principles of sustainable development and 
the implementation of best land management practice to build and enhance the French 
network of “Hunting and Wildlife estates”. 

With the distribution of its staff throughout the French territory, within the ten regions 
and inter-regional delegations, the ONCFS’ agents have a good knowledge of their local 
territories. This expertise enables them, in collaboration with local stakeholders including 
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the Departmental Federations of Hunters, to identify candidates for the label and assist 
them in the implementation process providing recommendations to achieve a balanced 
and integrated management of their territories. 

Contact.person:.
Michel Reffay; michel.reffay@oncfs.gouv.fr
www.oncfs.gouv.fr

                 pORTuGAL

Portugal is proud of having one of the first Wildlife Estates, one out of the four Pilot Wildlife 
Estates labeled in 2007, namely «Herdade da Raposa», in the Vale do Guadiana Natural 
Park, a Natura 2000 area both Special Protection Area and Special Area of Conservation.
In this estate, seven Natural Habitats and up to 180 vertebrate species can be found, 
including several endangered ones, making Herdade da Raposa a biodiversity hotspot 
where hunting is not only compatible with nature conservation but is also the main rural 
activity contributing to support habitat and landscape conservation, thus the promotion 
of biodiversity.  
This is one of many examples where sustainable hunting, due to good habitat and 
population management practices, contributes significantly to halt the loss of biodiversity, 
to maintain natural habitats and to recover the unfavorable status of some endangered 
species. Hunting interests generate in Portugal up to 350 Million Euros a year, from which 
a significant part is used every year to support habitat and game management practices.
The recognition given by the Wildlife Estates is a very important incentive for landowners 
to continue their work, as well as a very important tool to make others to join the initiative 
and to adjust or implement in their management strategies nature friendly practices and 
actions particularly directed to promote natural habitats and wildlife.
The Wildlife Estates initiative is promoted in Portugal by ANPC, an organization representing 
landowner´s and hunting estates, which is fully committed to contribute to the Wildlife 
Estates network. Portuguese landowners and game estate managers have shown great 
interest in this project and many are expected to join the Wildlife Estates network in the 
near future.

Contact.person:.
João Carvalho: jc@anpc.pt  
www.anpc.pt

                 SCOTLAND

Scotland is renowned for having some of the best shooting, stalking and fishing in the 
world.  These forms of wildlife management, the tourism they attract, and the foods they 
supply, are of great economic importance for Scotland’s rural economies.  They are also 
socially important to many communities and have a strong influence on Scotland’s valued 
landscape. Sporting interests generate £370 million to the Scottish economy each year and 
create 8,100 FTE jobs. 
Wildlife Estates Scotland (WES) aims to improve recognition of best practice wildlife 
management for shooting, stalking and fishing.  It proposes to introduce an objective and 
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transparent system to demonstrate how wildlife management undertaken by Scottish 
land managers in line with the principles of biodiversity conservation can deliver multiple 
benefits for society and rural communities.  
Scottish Land & Estates is leading the WES initiative.  Scottish Land & Estates is a membership 
organisation that represents the interests of both land managers and land based businesses 
in rural Scotland. The organisation’s membership, which numbers around 3,000 in total and 
includes both those directly involved in active land management and professional members 
who advise clients, accounts for the majority of non-publicly owned land in Scotland.
WES is administered through an Industry Board and a Steering Group. The Board consists 
of members of Scottish Land & Estates and oversees the high level direction of WES. The 
Steering Group consists of representatives from not only Scottish Land & Estates but also 
Scottish Natural Heritage, the Cairngorms National Park Authority, the Game and Wildlife 
Conservation Trust and the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds Scotland.  The Steering 
Group ensures the successful development of the initiative on the ground and provides 
guidance to the WES Project Officer.

WES was officially launched in November 2010 by the then Scottish Environment Minister.  
Land managers are encouraged to sign up to WES Level 1 which means that they agree to 
abide with the 10 Key Commitments relating to sustainable land and wildlife management.  
The Level 2 accreditation process is currently being developed for Scotland and all those 
who sign up for Level 1 will be expected to ultimately apply for Level 2 when this is officially 
rolled out across the country.    
To keep land managers up to date about WES, Scottish Land & Estates has launched a 
great new online resource at www.wildlife-estates.co.uk which includes testimonials from 
sporting estates that have already committed to WES. While still in its infancy the site has 
already proved to be popular, it is continuously updated as the project moves forward and 
will play a key role in disseminating information. 
Stuart Housden, Director Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) Scotland, states 
“Together with the Scottish Land & Estates, the RSPB welcomes the development of Wildlife 
Estates in Scotland.  A large proportion of biodiversity lives on land managed for shooting 
so working closely with the owners and managers of these estates is essential.  In principle, 
we are after the same thing – healthy wildlife populations – but improving conditions for 
threatened species is increasingly urgent.  By working within the WES Steering Group, the 
RSPB has gained an improved understanding of the needs of hunting estates and is able 
to offer our expertise on wildlife conservation.  As a result, we are now in a better position 
to influence positive outcomes for wildlife and sporting interests - a win-win situation.  
Biodiversity loss throughout Europe means that landowners, farmers and conservationists 
need to work even more closely together to achieve a better deal for the species and 
environment.”

Contact.person.: 
Janice Fenny:  janice.fenny@scottishlandandestates.co.uk
www.scottishlandandestates.co.uk

                      SpAIN

Nature-based recreational activities such as hunting in Spain are considered to be one of 
the fundamental pillars of rural development. To give an idea of its importance, a total of 
30,000 hunting estates, covering more than 75% of the Spanish territory, are generating 
30,000 direct jobs and 115,000 indirect jobs. Hunting is also the largest subsector within 
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agriculture in terms of economic importance, contributing up to € 6,000 million annually 
and in some cases is the only profitable economic activity in some areas.
Land management conducted in such areas requires the creation and maintenance of 
a business model that develops, promotes and encourages biodiversity. For instance, a 
hunting estate in the Iberian Peninsula is having a list of about 180 vertebrate species, of 
which only 6 or 7 are being hunted. The remaining 96% are protected, and some are still 
seriously threatened. In conclusion, we can say that these territories are real producers and 
facilitators of wild fauna and flora.
Therefore, the natural evolution of hunting territories is to become areas where nature 
conservation is promoted, and where nature based activities are respecting and preserving 
biodiversity within its natural habitats. One of the main objectives of the Wildlife Estates is to 
inform society and make them understand that land management within these territories 
is a guarantee for the maintenance of natural landscapes, a living countryside and for a 
model of rural development in line with the guidelines of the Natura 2000 network.
Currently, in Spain, there are 33 labelled territories, covering a total area of 95,745 hectares, 
which have been rigorously studied and evaluated in order to be awarded the Wildlife 
Estates Label. Additional 21 territories covering about 35,000 ha are still under assessment 
and pending evaluation before being issued the label.

The Spanish WE-Delegation is actually developping objective methodologies in order to 
assess the Macaronesian, Atlantic and Alpine bioregions present in Spain. At the same time 
and with the support of APROCA Spain, activities are organized to promote this project in 
various Spanish regions.

Contact person: 
Maria Ledesma: secretaria@renatur.es

                SWEDEN    &                   DENMARk 

The Wildlife Estates organization for Sweden and Denmark is co-organised with the office 
of Gustav Hagemann v L., Ruuthsbo Estates in South Sweden – www.ruuthsbo.se. It is 
being coordinated with the support of the Swedish Game and Hunting Association and the 
Swedish Landowners Organisation.
The location is very good as it is easy to reach estates in both Denmark and Sweden. Mr G. 
Hagemann v L. speaks Swedish and Danish. Secretary is Irene Andersson at the office and 
on the field Wildlife Estate has help by Poul-Erik Jensen who are educated at Öster Malma 
and specialized in game management and the Environment. 
Sweden is a very large country with big differences in natural habitats from North to South. 
The country includes various biogeographical regions including the the Continental Region, 
the boreal region, and the Alpine region. Sweden and Denmark have many large estates 
and are examples of well managed territories combining agricultural production with 
nature conservation. These numerous territories are looking for recognition.

Contact person: 
Gustav Hagemann;  gustav@ruuthsbo.se   www.ruuthsbo.se
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 WE-Applicants Procedure

Wildlife Estates gives applicants two options for membership: Level 1(WE-Charter) and 
Level 2 (WE-Label). 

Level 1 gives access to the WE-Network, by signing the WE-Charter: committing to the 
10 Wildlife Estates management principles.

Level 2 gives members from the WE-Network an opportunity to be rewarded by the 
WE-Label. The successful applicant will receive the WE-Label, reassessed after 5 
years. This process is divided into the following steps:

If an applicant does not achieve the minimum necessary points after the assessment of the 
application with the specific indicators, the National WE-Evaluation Committee will indicate 
the sections where improvement could be made and the applicant will be invited to re-
apply.

Should there be a change in ownership or a significant change in management practices, 
the WE territory must notify the National WE-Delegation to verify the status of the estate. 
In order to ensure and maintain the quality and credibility associated with the WE label, 
a revocation procedure for non-compliant estates is also set in place. In the case that 
a labelled estate is found to be repeatedly pursuing activities or management practices 
which are clearly against local legislation or contradicting the WE 10 commitments, the 
International jury will have the authority to revoke the issued label. This drastic action will 
occur only after the issuing of a formal warning and recommendations for improvement by 
the National delegation.

The WE-Application form 
contains the 
WE-Questionnaire and the 
evaluation grid

The National delega-
tion will assess your 
eligibilty, reporting and 
sending the application 
form to the 
EU Secretariat

The European 
WE-Secretariat is 
responsible for general 
coordination. 
It will submit report and 
evaluation grid to the 
WE-Steering committee

The WE-Steering 
Committee/Internation-
al Jury is the high level 
expert body responsible 
for officially issuing the 
WE-Label to the 
candidate territory

APPLICATION.
FORM

WE-NATIONAL
DELEGATION

STEERING.
COMMITTEE.

EU-
SECRETARIAT

ORM DELEGATION

TEERING. EU-

1

4

2

3
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The WE-Charter (Level 1)

The WE Charter is a ten-point pledge committing land owners/managers to sustainable 
practices on their estates. The land manager must make a commitment to observe the 
principles defined and enumerated in the WE Charter which consists of Ten Commitments 
that the land owner/manager must adhere to.

 1 Identifying a manager and supervisor of the estate concerned.

 2 Undertaking active wildlife management following a long-term integrated 
wildlife management plan.

 3 Maintaining records and monitoring the implementation of the wildlife 
management plan.

 4 Undertaking sustainable shooting, stalking and/or fishing according to the 
European Charter on Hunting and Biodiversity.

 5 Managing for a sustainable balance of game and wildlife and their shared 
habitats.

  
 6 Improving, whenever possible, biodiversity and species notably those 

favourable to pollinators;

 7 Compliance with all legal requirements, relevant National codes of practice 
and European Environmental legislation (e.g. Natura 2000).

 8 Adhering to the requirements of the Agreement between Birdlife International 
and FACE on Directive 79/409/EEC, the European Charter on Hunting and 
Biodiversity and the EU Commission’s Guide on Hunting under the Birds 
Directive.

 9 Maintaining active engagement with local communities and undertaking 
education/awareness raising activities.

 10 To make the required effort to apply for Level 2 Accreditation process within 2 
years.
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WE-Questionnaire (Level 2)

Land managers/owners must complete the WE-Questionnaire, a comprehensive document 
covering all aspects of the property based on the parameters for each biogeographical re-
gion. Assistance can be given to applicants by the WE-National Delegation. Upon comple-
tion the questionnaire will be evaluated by the National WE Evaluation Committee. 

Completed Questionnaires will be treated as confidential between the applicant and Wild-
life Estates.

The following are the specific indicators on which the territory is being evaluated.
These are the main subjects covered in the WE-Questionnaire:

Generic indicators

  1. Identification of territory

 1.1 Identification and geographical situation of territory

 1.2 Land ownership and legal situation

 1.3 Area and biotope description, biological diversity and land use

 1.4 List of game and fish species

 1.5 List of conservation and/or management actions

  2. Economic activities

 2.1 Agriculture

 2.2 Livestock

 2.3  Forestry

 2.4  Recreational Activities

  3. Environmental aspects 

 3.1 Biodiversity enhancement

 3.2 Food and water 

 3.3 Conservation and restoration plans

  4. Social Aspects 

 4.1  Access and recreational use

 4.2  Management resources

 4.3  Conservation of natural and cultural heritage

 4.4  Communication and education program 
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Specific indicators

  1. Level of disturbance supervision & monitoring                                    /25

 1.1  Human factors
 1.2  Demographic criteria
 1.3  Municipal waste

 1.4  Road infrastructure 

 1.5  Surveillance and monitoring 

  2 Sustainable balance between economic activities on the territory      /50

 2.1  Agricultural activities

 2.2  Livestock activities

 2.3  Forestry activities

 2.4  Hunting and fishing activities

  3. Natural, semi-natural and intensive hunting and fishing grounds       /30

 3.1  Small game hunting

 3.2  Big game hunting

 3.3  Fish species

  4. Conservation and restoration plans, projects and measures              /40

 4.1  Re-vegetation or re-forestation

 4.2  Creation and maintenance of field margins

 4.3  Wetlands and river beds

 4.4  Measures that favour nest building

 4.5  Construction of shelters and refuge for wildlife

 4.6  Control of opportunistic predators with selective methods

 4.7  Food supply and others 

  5. Biodiversity areas                                                                                     /30

  6. Food availability                                                                                        /10

  7. Water availability and quality                                                                   /10

  8. presence of prey species                                                                         /30

  9. presence of valuable species of wild fauna                                           /20

  10 Wildlife balance                                                                                        /30

  11 Conservation of natural and cultural heritage                                      /10

  12 Communication program                                                                        /15

  TOTAL                                                                                                           /300
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WE-Communication Strategy 

WE is more than just a label, it is also a community of like-minded individuals and 
organizations seeking to promote a common philosophy of land management. WE 
achieves this objective by creating a strong network between its members and seeks to 
expand its community through its website and print media. Signing the WE-Charter opens 
the door to these services and to this community.

puBLICATION 

One main brochure has been published in 2008, covering all aspects of the projects and 
demonstrating the value for land managers to join the network. The publications include 
also booklets and leaflets, which are distributed at important events, meetings and upon 
request. 

 

ThE WEBSITE

The Wildlife Estates’ online network can be accessed through:  www.wildlife-estates.eu
The WE website is a tool to inform the general public about its activities and to attract new 
members. When a member logs on to the site he/she will be able to explore the activities of 
other members throughout Europe. The website provides the simplest way to stay abreast 
of upcoming events, activities and policy decisions. The website is a dynamic link between 
the WE office in Brussels and WE National Delegations. For instance, it will enable members 
to share presentations and tutorials through integrated video and audio files. 

pRESS

The WE project has enjoyed widespread media coverage on National TV in Spain, Scotland, 
Portugal and Sweden, in several newspapers and magazines through national and 
international media press release. 

The ELO CountrySide Magazine which is widely distributed throughout Europe devotes one 
page on a regular basis to the project by reporting its latest developments.

COMMUNICATION
STRATEGY

 PUBLICATIONS WEBSITE PRESS EVENTS SIGNBOARDS
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EVENTS

The Plenary Session and Working Session are organised each year and gather representatives 
from the different National WE-Delegations, (one or two representatives per national liaison 
offices) and two working groups consisting of the experts of the WE and participants of 
the specific biogeographical region where the meeting is taking place. The WE is ruled by 
a steering group which meets twice a years.

Wildlife Estates’ related experts are participating to several conferences at European and 
local level throughout the years in order to transmit the positive message of Wildlife Estates.

SIGNBOARDS

Wildlife Estates territories willing to communicate their recognition for exemplary land 
management will receive a personalised WE-Signboard and various numbered WE-Plates 
from the WE-Secretary. These will be placed on the main entrance and different accesses 
of the territory.
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Conclusion  

The Wildlife Estates should be seen as a logical progression towards sustainable land 
management. The Label is a way of recognising excellence; that the same as labels for 
food, wine, timber or other riches of nature can show that these products derive from 
a source where local skills and practices ensure taste or sustainable use. It can give an 
economic advantage, or simply the satisfaction of achieving the best possible standards. 
The Wildlife Estates encourages high standards of estate management. Rural estates are 
large areas that typically support diverse types of land management. Stable ownership 
favours planning for long-term ecological sustainability without compromising economic 
durability. 

Moreover, social responsibility requires good relations with all stakeholders, including 
employees, local residents and government. This initiative by ELO across Europe certifies 
both good management and wildlife conservation where different types of hunting are an 
important part of estate activity.

Its objective is to work within Natura 2000 and to be one step ahead of upcoming EU 
strategy on biodiversity as well as to enhance biodiversity and our natural environment. It 
also provides a platform for communication. In turn, WE will add valuable socio-cultural and 
socio-economic benefits not only to private territories but also to public ones.
Together with the Wildlife Estates, the Pollination Initiative was recently created, to provide 
farmers with the training, skills and technical support to successfully establish and manage 
seed mixtures specifically designed to provide crucial food sources and essential habitats 
for wildlife.

Communication with the general public is essential as it will not only promote education 
but it will additionally build awareness by helping people to understand the importance 
of good wildlife management in the best interest of biodiversity. Whether an estate only 
makes a simple commitment to the WE Charter or completes the second stage - by 
completing the WE Questionnaire - they are making a valuable contribution to biodiversity.
The Wildlife Estates has about 400 000 hectares … and will have the objective of reaching 
the number of 2 Million hectares of labelled properties before 2015.
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Annexes

ELO (WE-Organisational Body)

The European Landowners’ Organization (ELO), created in 1972, is a unique federation 
of national associations from the EU27 and beyond which represents the interests 
of landowners, land managers and rural entrepreneurs at a European political level. 
Independent and non-profit making, the ELO is the only European organisation able to 
embody all rural entrepreneurs. Such a broad scope of representation gives it unmatched 
visibility and credibility in its relation with European decision makers, at the highest level. 

The ELO aims at promoting a prosperous countryside through the dynamism of private 
property and Family businesses. In the EU27, rural territories cover up to 90 per cent of the 
European area. Therefore, a balanced development of urban areas is vital for the EU’s future. 
The countryside has to retain its ability to create economic activity and job opportunities 
as well as to protect and enhance its environmental heritage. Both are equally essential. 

To advance its position, the ELO has developed a lobbying strategy, manages think tanks 
and is involved in EU international conferences, workshops and action programs. The 
effectiveness of the organisation relies on its ability to gather rural actors and political 
decision makers at a local, regional, national and European level. Its network provides the 
ability to voice position shared by a huge number of stakeholders from all over the EU and 
the candidate countries as well as to analyse the local effects of the implementation of EU 
legislation. Such an organisation is unique in Europe.

Pantone 364
CMYK 73 / 9 / 94 / 39 

Pantone 390
CMYK 24 / 0 / 98 / 8 

Francesco Kinsky dal Borgo Policy Officer

ELO asbl
Rue de Trèves, 67
B-1040 Brussels
www.elo.org

Tel.: +32 (0)2 234 30 00Tel. direct: +32 (0)2 400 77 04Mobile: +32 (0)489 63 68 35
Fax: +32 (0)2 234 30 09
E-Mail: rural2@elo.org

Pantone 364
CMYK 73 / 9 / 94 / 39 

Pantone 390
CMYK 24 / 0 / 98 / 8 

Pantone 364
CMYK 73 / 9 / 94 / 39 

Pantone 390
CMYK 24 / 0 / 98 / 8 

Delphine Dupeux  
EU Policy Officer

ELO asbl
Rue de Trèves, 67
B-1040 Brussels
www.elo.org

Tel.: +32 (0)2 234 30 00
Fax: +32 (0)2 234 30 09
e-Mail: nature@elo.org
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The Friends Habitat Network (FHN)

Land managers who have signed the WE-Charter are also encouraged to join FHN because 
they already meet FHN criteria. The ten commitments, which make up the WE-Charter, are 
similar to the seven pledges in the FHN protocol. While WE focuses very much on wildlife 
and land management, FHN is more generally concerned with preserving the natural, 
cultural and historical heritage located on private estates. Another difference is that the WE-
Label has been set up as a long-term guide for land management in favour of biodiversity 
and encourages land managers to work towards reconciliation between human activities 
such as fishing and hunting, and the environment. The FHN is designed to be more of an 
acknowledgement of current good practices to be renewed by future generations.

Joining the FHN is therefore an additional, but separate initiative to WE and can be 
understood by land managers as a gesture of support towards the RISE Foundation. 
Therefore, the ELO, the FCS and RISE encourage properties to participate jointly in both the 
WE and the FHN. Furthermore, both FHN and WE have been created with the ultimate aim 
of facilitating the implementation of the Natura 2000 network and of engaging private 
land managers in sustainable estate management for generations to come.

The Pollinator Network Initiative (PNi)

The Pollination is the process by which pollen is transferred in plants, thereby enabling 
fertilization. Pollination is a necessary step in the reproduction of flowering plants, resulting 
in the production of offspring that are genetically diverse, and about 80% of all plant 
pollination is biotic. Thanks to few but rewarding efforts of several farmers and their 
partners in using field margins as a bed of plants which are particularly adept for pollination, 
they showed the enormous added value to nature conservation, biodiversity production 
and the gain in biological diversity and natural enemies that could provide the support of 
pollination activities. In that sense, the ELO and the Friends of the 
Countryside in collaboration with Operation Pollinator by Syngenta 
created the Pollinator Network Initiative meant to be functioning as 
a network for land managers who feel ready to contribute actively, 
but with few efforts to the environment. In that way, all partners 
who join the network affirm their commitment to combine quality 
production, with biodiversity and environmental protection. Hence, 
their support is fundamental for the production of environment.

Joining the Pollinator Network initiative “PNi” is an additional but 
separate project to the Wildlife Estates and can be understood by land 
managers as an integration of support towards the enhancement 
of pollination services, proving agricultural solutions. Eventually, 
the ultimate aim to be a forum for knowledge sharing, encourages 
innovative ideas to tackle bees end other insects’ mortality and by 
engaging land managers in sustainable estate management for 
generations to come.

Therefore, the ELO and the FCS encourage properties to participate jointly in both the WE 
and the PNi since the two schemes help to spread the mission of all three organisations.
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Partners:

RISE

The Rural Investment Support for Europe, the RISE Foundation is a unique, independent, 
public-utility, philanthropic foundation for the promotion of rural conservation and renewal, 
the advancement of private property and the cooperation between private landowners 
and rural communities in Europe and beyond.
The focus of the RISE activities is determined by its Board in the light of the size of the 
available capital and contributions and of the specific destination that individual donors 
may determine, and will be outlined in the activity reports. The Foundation develops its 
activities by focusing on innovative pilot projects. It emphasizes the support for sustainable 
development of Europe’s private agriculture, the promotion of land, and biodiversity and 
environmental preservation and protection. In accordance with the RISE statute, the bulk of 
the Foundation’s resources are devoted to projects in Europe, but a significant share is set 
apart for rural and sub-urban projects in the Developing Countries, as a token of solidarity.

The RISE foundation has the following missions:
• Remove the barriers – structural, cultural and economic – that hold the countryside 

back.

• Promote economic cooperation, synergy and social integration.

• Stimulate positive developments through innovative pilot projects.

• Use the best research to speed up innovations.

• Mobilise resources and develop financial vehicles.

• Uphold the interests of landowners and rural people.

• Contribute to a better understanding between town and country and a more motivated 
rural population.

CIC

The International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation (CIC) is a politically 
independent advisory body, internationally active on a non-profit basis. The CIC’s global 
community advocates sustainable hunting through its knowledge, networks and valued 
traditions to benefit people and conserve nature.
CIC is present in over 80 countries and is active in various fields such as the conservation and 
management of migratory birds, big game, tropical game and deals with environmental 
issues as well as promotes cultural inheritance. Membership consists of individuals, 
organisations engaged in hunting as well as governments mostly represented by the 
Ministry responsible for wildlife management. The CIC has gained global recognition 
as a unique and valuable advisor through its scientific expertise on nature and wildlife 
conservation issues.

BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL 

BirdLife International is the worlds’ largest partnership of conservation organisations that 
strives to conserve birds, their habitats and global biodiversity, working with people towards 
sustainability in the use of natural resources.
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Birdlife International believes that Birds are beautiful, inspirational and international. Birds 
are excellent flagships as vital environmental indicators. By focusing on birds, and the sites 
and habitats on which they depend, the BirdLife Partnership is working to improve the 
quality of life for birds, other wildlife (biodiversity), and people.

IuCN

Founded in 1948 as the world’s first global environmental organisation, the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), helps the world find pragmatic solutions to our 
most pressing environmental and development challenges. It supports scientific research, 
manages field projects all over the world and brings governments, non-governmental 
organisations, United Nations agencies, companies and local communities together to 
develop and implement policy, laws and best practice.

IUCN is the world’s oldest and largest professional global environmental network - a 
democratic membership union with more than 1,000 government and NGO member 
organisations, and almost 11,000 volunteer scientists in more than 160 countries.
IUCN’s work is supported by more than 1,000 professional staff in 60 offices and hundreds 
of partners in public, NGOs and private sectors around the world. The Union’s headquarters 
are located in Gland, near Geneva, Switzerland.

The IUCN’s mission is to influence, encourage and assist societies throughout the world 
to conserve the integrity and diversity of nature, and to ensure that any use of natural 
resources is equitable and ecologically sustainable.

FACE

The Federation of Associations for Hunting and Conservation of the EU (FACE) is an 
international non-profit making, non governmental organisation (NGO) that has acted 
in the interests of over 7,000,000 European hunters since its founding in 1977. From its 
headquarters in the heart of Brussels, Belgium, FACE represents its Full Members, which are 
national hunters’ associations from 36 countries from the Member States of the European 
Union and other Council of Europe countries, as well as its Associate Members at the level 
of the European Institutions. FACE has been a member of the World Conservation Union 
(IUCN) since 1987, and more recently of Wetlands International.
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