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COMMISSIONER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

Mankind has been managing nature and shaping the landscape in
Europe for thousands of years. What we call “nature”today is the product
of constant interaction between man and his surrounding environment.
Many of the most valuable landscapes of the EU — and my home country
Slovenia is a beautiful example — are the result of management practices
which have often been carried out by landowners and their families for
many centuries.

Managing nature also means managing biodiversity with a view to its
conservation and sustainable use. The whole of society relies on the
natural world for countless services it delivers for free, such as water
filtration and storage, carbon sequestration and beautiful landscapes, to
mention but a few. If we want to safeguard those services, then it is vital
to protect the natural assets and the biodiversity that provide them.

Land managers can - and should — assist policy makers in reaching the ambitious targets set
both within the EU and at global level for nature and biodiversity conservation. For generations
they have been the stewards of the land and its wildlife, and in many cases their management
choices have helped create balanced and healthy ecosystems that are now designated as Natura
2000 sites.

We should make use of their experience and work together with the people living on and from
the land. Only by recognizing that we share a common interest will we be able to establish the
most effective policies to preserve nature in Europe. | welcome the Wildlife Estates label and the
ten commitments which aim to encourage the simple principles of good management, and
which should lead to sustainable hunting practices on wildlife estates, on Natura 2000 sites and
in the wider countryside.

The guidelines are a valuable contribution to the EU biodiversity objectives set out in the
Commission Communication ‘our life insurance, our natural capital: an EU biodiversity strategy to
2020"which was adopted in May 2011. The strategy emphasizes that achieving the EU and global
2020 biodiversity targets will require the full engagement and commitment of a wide variety of
stakeholders, including through partnerships involving all relevant public and private actors, and
this labelis a good example of one such partnership. It will facilitate the efforts that many proactive
estate managers already invest in finding an often delicate balance between environmental,
economic and social factors, in line with the core principles of sustainable management.

In essence, | believe the Wildlife Estates label can be an important tool to promote the many
examples of responsible practices of land and biodiversity management implemented in
numerous private estates across Europe.

Janez POTOCNIK







Thierry de I'ESCAILLE

Small and large estates all over Europe represent major partners in
the conservation of biodiversity; they provide space, shelter and
living conditions for some of our most iconic species. From the
running white-tailed deer of Finland to flights of migrating birds
in Spain, estates often provide room for such animals to thrive.
As a land manager myself, | know that | am a steward of some of
Europe’s most precious biodiversity assets.

This is why the WE Label is vital; to combine careful management

practice with conservation — a private commitment to working for

the public good. Because all those who commit to our principles

do so on a voluntary basis, we know that they sign up for the right
reasons; not because their hand is forced by regulation, but because they have a healthy respect
for the maintenance of biodiversity. In many cases, this is not only good for nature, but a diverse
and healthy estate can provide even more benefits like increased pollination, especially when the
aims of the WE Label are combined with those of our Pollinator Network initiative

At a time of European and national austerity and a reduced budget for the new Common
Agricultural Policy, the WE Label also sees a consistent movement in Europe towards greater
protection of our natural resources and biodiversity. These two seemingly conflicting trends
can only be resolved by greater involvement from all stakeholders. For us, that means initiatives
like the WE Label helping to carry the burden by bringing experience and on-field advice to its
members.

Land owners and managers across Europe produce biodiversity in the course of their business; a
key asset that is not only demanded by civil society, but also has potential as a major economic
asset. Many of our estates are already covered under Natura 2000; no surprise when they are the
results of decades or centuries of responsible management and hunting. Joining the WE Label
Network and obtaining the label serves as recognition and celebration of those estates working
for biodiversity.

Tothose land managers who have not yet joined, let me invite you to become part of a community
in which you can share your concerns and solutions with like-minded individuals, get expert
advice, and be recognized as a partner acting for European biodiversity.

To those estates that have already joined our label; thank you. Your long-term vision of the benefits
of combining productivity and conservation serves as testimony of estate management that is
both profitable and ecologically sound.

Through the efforts of the European Landowners’ Organization, its partners, and the national
delegations of the WE Label, as well as its new scientific committee, this vital project is steadily
gaining momentum. By the end of 2013, the WE Label will have reached 1.000.000 hectares across
every bio-geographical region in Europe!

In the past nine years, the WE Label has achieved so much with so little. On a limited budget
but with limitless passion and devotion the WE Label has created a platform of cooperation for
biodiversity and sustainable management recognized throughout Europe. In the years to come,
with the appropriate support of the European Commission and national authorities, this private
initiative will unfold itself into one of the prime public-private partnerships acting for biodiversity.

Thierry de I'ESCAILLE
Secretary General and CEO ELO & FCS

ELO




Tamas MARGHESCU

Sustainable use of wildlife has a tradition as long as human
history. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has in November 2010
officially designated falconry, an ancient form of hunting,
on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity. Sustainable use of natural resources including
hunting is, next to the pillars of species and habitat
conservation, the third pillar of the international Convention
on Biological Diversity (CBD). Yet, hunting is facing increased
pressure and a worsening reputation. This can be traced
largely to the discrediting activities of extreme, misguided
animal welfare organizations who base their accusations on the bad practices of a select few
"hunters’, and to a general lack of communication, marketing and public relations on the part of
hunters.

The Wildlife Estates, either public or private, have as one of their objectives, the sustainable
management and preservation of wildlife populations. They have been, and continue to be, an
important corner stone in the conservation of wildlife and its habitats all over the world. The
wildlife conservation success story of South Africa, for example, is clearly connected to private WE
Label. Natura 2000 conservation areas in Europe were not just accidentally designated to coincide
with the terrain of the Wildlife Estates. Managers of these estates must have done something right,
if the estates are chosen to become prime conservation areas of the European Communities. The
European Commission and EU member states need to provide guidance as to what management
practices should be used to manage Natura 2000 sites. The WE Label, representing geographical
differences in terms of natural features and cultural traditions forms a network of excellence,
demonstrating best practices for wildlife management.

The network provides for the horizontal exchange of information and experience between the
estates themselves, across borders and bio-geographical regions. It can also serve, most impor-
tantly, as a two-way channel of communication between estate managers and policy makers. The
WE Label has developed standards for sustainability of wildlife management, thus contributing to
the design of a certification scheme of wildlife management.

It would be desirable, if such a network would receive research backup through a program
financed, for example by the Directorate General for Research of the European Commission,
to collate all information from the best practice examples and distil the success elements for
replication elsewhere. It should be noted that presently ongoing research efforts in relation to the
assessment of the value of ecosystem services should not miss the opportunity to investigate the
economic value of wildlife management. The WE Label network can serve as an “open laboratory”
for experimental research on wildlife related issues.

Professional assistance is required to communicate and market the management and conservation
successes of the network. Selected, private Wildlife Estate partners should receive some sort of
incentive to devote resources in support of the WE Label.

The International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation (CIC), as a founding partner of
the WE Label, is standing by ready to assist with the development of the WE Label network,
particularly in widening it beyond the European boundaries to a world-wide or rather multi-
regional program. The communications means of CIC are at the service of the WE Label Initiative
in order to gather and streamline resources to serve a common objective.

Tamas MARGHESCU
Director General of CIC



Angus Middleton

By being alive we are all contributing to the attrition of nature simply
because it remains the essential basis for our living, no matter how
ethical we try to be. There is however a difference to be made in what
we give back to conserve nature. We need to be innovative and find
ways to ensure that wildlife and their habitats can be better conserved
for present and future generations.

Whilst generations come and go, the land and nature which sustains

them remains. Landowners in particular recognise this and often con-

sider themselves merely as stewards looking after the land for future
generations. Hunters and landowners, who are often one and the same, typically have a close
relationship in conserving wildlife and its habitats.

They have long paid their way both financially and in kind and ensure that biodiversity has a
value. The value of biodiversity encompasses a plurality of perceptions, practices, knowledge
and cultural values that call for tolerance and mutual respect in order to work together. Socio-
diversity echoes biodiversity. Biodiversity and nature should not be sanctified but socialised.
Managing biodiversity does not only entail the management of all biological entities but also
the management of social diversity. European nature and biodiversity will only attain the levels
that we aspire to if we utilise a broad spectrum of conservation tools. The message is simple,
protection alone will not deliver.

In this regard the WE Label which is being championed by the ELO, serves as an excellent example
of inclusive conservation. In particular it helps to showcase best practice where the value and
importance of nature and biodiversity is fully incorporated into the management of the land.

FACE, representing National Hunting Associations from 36 European Countries, supports the
Wildlife Estates initiative as an important conservation model which clearly demonstrates that
sustainable hunting and angling are useful tools which land managers can utilise for effective
conservation.

Angus Middleton
Secretary General FACE
(Federation of Associations for Hunting and Conservation in Europe)
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Introduction

Wildlife Estates Label (WE Label) is a tool for sustainable land use and wildlife

management operating according to agreed principles for environmentally
appropriate, socially beneficial and economically viable land management.

The European Landowners' Organization (ELO) and Friends of the Countryside (FCS) advocacy of
sustainable agriculture and environmental-friendly rural development is well known. However,
more can and needs to be done to demonstrate to policy makers and leaders the essential role of
land managers in preserving and enhancing the rural environment, and to send a clear message
that their efforts deserve greater attention and support.

Lobbying in Brussels is not enough. Therefore, the ELO and FCS have been developing new means
of action. Both the knowledge of rural problems and the need to preserve our natural capital call
for further instruments of action.

The European Commission’s Natura 2000 initiative, a network of biodiversity conservation sites, has
been an effective mechanism in ensuring the longevity of Europe’s most endangered species and
habitats. However, new challenges have made the development of other measures necessary in
order to avoid biodiversity loss in the future. The WE Label builds on the objectives of Natura 2000
in order to further improve the recognition of best practices in the area of land management,
by establishing a set of principles, criteria and indicators that take into account the three pillars
of sustainability (environmental, economic, and social-cultural). It introduces an objective and
transparent system that demonstrates how wildlife management, undertaken by landowners, is
in line with the principles of biodiversity conservation, which deliver a host of benefits for society
and rural communities. It also offers a step towards greater transparency by assuring consumers
that they are contributing to sustainable rural development when supporting a Wildlife Estates
Labelled farm or estate.

Landowners, land managers, hunters, and anglers are on the front lines
of biodiversity conservation; living in'symbiosis with land grjd wildlife WE Label aims to improve
means that they are the first to perceive changes. Unsurprisingly, they ..

possess a vast knowledge and experience of the species, ground and the recogl}ltlo.n of

changes in their territories. Furthermore, they invariably have an interest best practices in land

in preserving landscapes while ensuring a productive countryside. The management

WE Label seeks to recognize and reward their contributions toward the

sustainable management of the countryside.

Ultimately, the WE Label contributes to biodiversity conservation by establishing a network of
estates which implement the principles of sustainable wildlife management. It promotes and
justifies the necessity of a more holistic approach to biodiversity conservation. This initiative
of private land managers represents a guide that allows others to manage biodiversity in a
sustainable and responsible manner.



The WE Label project was conceived in 2005 when national authorities in areas related to nature
conservation and land management took the opportunity to devise a philosophy around the
concepts of wildlife management and sustainable land use. Since then, the project has expanded
progressively to promote biodiversity conservation, in the face of political, economic and social
concerns emerging at both the EU and local level.

The network of labelled estates enlarged continuously starting with Spain, Belgium, France, Por-
tugal, and The Netherlands, parallel to the development of each evaluation grid (Mediterranean,
boreal, alpine and continental).

As the project grew the establishment of National Delegations became necessary, which in-
creased the recognition and publicity of the initiative in each of its represented countries.

Today, Western countries like Scotland, Spain, Portugal, Sweden, France and Belgium account
for the strongest representation of the WE Label, however, the initiative is constantly seeking to
enlarge its network.

Currently, the WE Label has 13 National Delegations and 134 labelled estates covering more
than 600,000 hectares in varying biogeographic regions. The sizes of labelled estates vary, rang-
ing from a 55 hectares family holding to a 58,960 hectares commercial estate. Nevertheless, they
are all fundamentally united in their goals to preserve and enhance their natural, cultural and
social environment.



WE Label promotes Sustainable Wildlife Management

Biodiversity is at the heart of the WE Label. Europe’s farmers, foresters,
hunters and anglers are indirect producers of wild flora and fauna and
provide the foundation for sustainable rural development.

However, European habitats are under pressure from a variety of
factors.  These include habitat fragmentation, degradation and
destruction due to changes in land-use, conversion and intensification
of production systems, abandonment of traditional, often biodiversity-
friendly practices, infrastructure developments, urbanisation and
lack of supporting funds for rural communities. Other key pressures
include: pollution and the spread of invasive alien species. Climate
change may potentially add to the existing stresses and pressures on
ecosystems that are vital for society as a whole. In order to increase the
ability of ecosystems to adapt to climate change, it is essential to halt
biodiversity loss.

In an attempt to mitigate these effects, the WE Label has succeeded in creating and improving
habitats in favour of biodiversity. Labelled estates have shown a marked increase in the variety and
abundance of wild species. On average, there are between 6 and 12 species, allowing sustainable
hunting and fishing (compared to the 1 or 2 species present in non-WE Label lands). The aim of
WE Label has been to create the natural conditions where game species can thrive; this in turn
improves the natural conditions for a host of other life forms, often ranging from between 60
and 120 animal species. In many cases these management practices allow other vulnerable or
endangered species to strengthen their biological niche.

The concept of ‘conservation through wise use”embraces both the provision of responsible access
to, and enjoyment of, wildlife by society as a whole. As such, hunting and fishing are essential
toward managing populations in an attempt to protect and enhance biodiversity. This concept
also recognises the role of active and positive management based on the ability to deploy a
package of legitimate measures designed to either enhance the survival and productivity of
certain species, or to manage their population so as to reduce negative impacts on other species
or ecosystem services.

The WE Label has been designed in accordance with the main environ-

mental goals of EU legislation. The European Commission’s' 2020 Biodi- The concept of

versity Strategy represents one of the underlying theoretical concepts for “conservation through
the development of this philosophy. Furthermore, the goals of the WE wise use” embraces

Label and Natgra 2000 converge on 'mar;y‘ issues, iﬁcluding the aim to both the provision of
translate the Birds and Habitats Directives? into practical guidelines. responsible access to, and
Natura 2000is the cornerstone of EU policy to protect Europe’s biodiversity. enjoyment of, wildlife by
It sets a model for nature protection — science-driven, legally enforceable society as a whole.

and based upon ecosystems as the essential point of reference.

One of the common misconceptions of Natura 2000 is that once a site is designated, all economic
activities have to stop. This is simply not true and should not be true in practice either. Europe’s
countryside is characterised by an active relationship between man and nature and the Natura
2000 network consists of vibrant landscapes. Farming, fishing, forestry and hunting can and
should be continued. Even major development projects can be carried out, provided there is
an “overriding public interest’, there are no feasible alternatives, and if proper compensatory
measures are taken towards biodiversity protection.

" Our life insurance, our natural capital: an EU biodiversity strategy to 2020, COM (2011) 244 final
?Council Directives 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds, OJ L 103 p. 1, and 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural
habitats and wild fauna and flora, OJ L 206, p. 7.



The WE Label provides solutions to land use
“challenges”

Rural areas are, and increasingly will be, instrumental in overcoming the world’s food, energy and
environmental challenges as well as their respective effects on prices. Rural areas offer clear op-
portunities. For example, neglected growth reservoirs can play an important role in job creation
and represent strategic territories for sustainable development, nature conservation and restora-
tion. Thus, national economies need to take into consideration the actual value, as opposed to
merely the economic value, of rural areas, in order to enable a fair assessment of their function.

The countryside is currently facing rural-specific challenges. Its viability depends on many factors
such as climate, water resources, past and present private initiatives, public policy, financing,
international trade regimes, lobbying capacity and last but not least, public opinion. Private and
public investment, when wisely allocated to rural activities, is well spent and has better cost/
benefit ratios than urban investment when the value of ecosystems is accounted for.

One can readily observe that most European landscapes have been shaped or influenced by
various forms of human activity, especially by private initiatives. As environmental degradation
accelerates, private land managers become increasingly important in preserving nature and
landscapes through good management practices. However, governments will also have to rise
to the challenge, as they have the responsibility to encourage and incentivise the sustainable
development of rural communities.

Rural estates are crucial Public policy is anothgr vital dimension oﬁmprqvmg the problems related

. tine rural to land use. On a national, as well as supranational level, more must be

1n supporting . done to spread awareness in terms of the importance of land managers in
economies ecosystem preservation.

In this context, one must not under-emphasize the large non-income-producing contribution
to public goods and services that are provided by land managers. Landscapes, biodiversity and
the recreational opportunities provided by the countryside all contribute greatly to the general
wellbeing of society, but are often overlooked. However, as costs increase relative to income, land
managers cannot reasonably expect to continue to provide these benefits, while producing food,
fiber and energy products, in the absence of adequate incentives. Unless rural entrepreneurs can
make a profit, which ensures them comparable living standards to other economic sectors, one
cannot expect them to invest and continue to deliver the public goods society demands.

As public financial support to the rural sector is retreating, complementary private initiatives
and private financing instruments of rural development are called for in order to enhance rural
investment.

The Wildlife Estates Label boosts Public-Private Partnerships

Since its creation nine years ago, the WE Label project has sought to facilitate collaboration
between private and public actors. It has done so, in order to illustrate that the work
undertaken by landowners is very much in line with the central tenets of biodiversity
conservation. This has involved the creation of National WE Label Evaluation Committees
that allow National Delegations to evaluate potential candidates at a national level. The
WE Label has encouraged National Delegations to engage with both private and public
actors, such as green NGOs, administration bodies, universities, independent scientists and
even companies. In doing so, WE Label has ensured that the WE Label is spread across the
European Union, while also guaranteeing it remains true to its founding principles.



WE ACT FOR BIODIVERSITY

The WE Label’s main objectives are as follows:

To engage the private and public sectors in a collaboration in order to halt and reverse the
loss of biodiversity;

To promote, implement and share contemporary best practices of game and wildlife man-
agement in order to maximise the range of benefits they deliver towards the environment
and society;

To improve the political and public understanding and perception of private estate manag-
ers, and what they deliver in terms of economic and other public benefits;

To provide a framework within which management initiatives designed to resolve conflicts
and secure a sustainable balance between different interests and species can be developed
and promoted;

To provide and disseminate robust information about wildlife management for educational,
decision-making and policy-making purposes.

Why join the WE Label project?

The WE Label allows rural entrepreneurs and land managers to anticipate new EU legislations
and to work towards new tools that bring practical solutions to existing problems.

The WE Label communicates cost-effective ways of enhancing biodiversity thanks to rigor-
ously tested sustainable land management practices.

The WE Label represents a public commitment by land owners to voluntarily set out to
achieve the standards of wildlife management and conservation which can deliver a wide
range of social, economic and environmental public benefits.

The WE Label initiative provides a framework that facilitates development and implemen-
tation of new and innovative management techniques to address and resolve conflicts to
ensure an effective balance between voluntary actions, incentives and regulation.

The WE Label helps to achieve Natura 2000 objectives and contribute to Nature Directives,
attracting support from the European Commission.

The WE Label helps to connect people with the land and the resources it provides by sup-
porting the provision of better information and encouraging active engagement with civil
society.

Labelled estates are committed to, and accredited for, promoting best management and
conservation practices; and, are recognized as managing their wildlife resources sustainably
in full consideration for the natural environment.
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Becoming a Member
and obtaining the
Wildlife Estates Label

Who can apply?

All estates are welcome to apply. There are no restrictions in term
of hectares, location and activity. The only expectation is that
applicant estates must have a uniformed management on their
territory.

How to apply?

There are two levels to be completed by any applicant before they can qualify for the WE Label:
Level 1 is signing the WE Label-Charter; and, Level 2, which consists of completing the WE Label-
Questionnaire.

National Delegations will provide applicants with the WE Label-Application form which contains
both the WE Label-Charter and the WE Label-Questionnaire, and will be available for any assistance
that might be required throughout the application process.

Signing the WE Label-Charter

The first step towards obtaining the WE Label is signing the WE Label-Charter. This comes in
the form of a ten-point pledge that commits land owners/managers to sustainable practices on
their estate.

The ten commitments a land manager/owner must voluntarily agree to adhere to follow:

Identifying a manager and supervisor of the estate concerned.

2. Undertaking active wildlife management following a long-term integrated
wildlife management plan.

3. Maintaining records and monitoring the implementation of the wildlife

management plan.

Undertaking sustainable shooting, stalking and/or fishing

Managing for a sustainable balance of game and wildlife and their shared habitats.

6. Improving, whenever possible, biodiversity and species protection, notably
those favourable to pollinators;

7. Compliance with all legal requirements, relevant National codes of practice
and European Environmental legislation (e.g. Natura 2000).

8. Adhering to the requirements of the Agreement between Birdlife International
and FACE on Directive 79/409/EEC the European Charter on Hunting and
Biodiversity and the EU Commission’s Guide on Hunting under the Birds
Directive'

9. Maintaining active engagement with local communities and undertaking
education/awareness raising activities.

10. To make the required effort to apply for Level 2 Accreditation process within
2 years.

v >

' http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/wildbirds/hunting/
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These are the founding principles of the WE Label philosophy and apply to all National Delegations.

By signing the Charter, the land owner/manager voluntarily commits to the sustainable manage-
ment principles and gains access to the WE Label-Network.

The WE Label-Network allows members to join a community of individuals and estates committed
to working for a sustainable countryside. Members of the network receive exclusive invitations to
events throughout the year where they are given the opportunity to exchange knowledge and
experiences with other land managers throughout Europe.

Completing the WE Label-Questionnaire

Applicants are assessed based on the information they provide by completing the WE Label-
Questionnaire, which has been developed based on a set of general and specific criteria
according to different countries and climatic regions. These “biogeographic”regions each possess
a unique blend of vegetation, climate and geology. Based on these criteria, different aspects of
the economic activities, land management practices and their impact on nature and biodiversity
are assessed and awarded a score.

The WE Label-Questionnaire covers all aspects of the property based on the parameters for
each biogeographical region. It aims to collect all the relevant information about the property,
the economic activities carried out, the plans for improving the property and measures taken to
enhance biodiversity.

Applicants are required to submit the management plans of the activities carried out on the
estate (i.e. agriculture, forestry and hunting) together with the WE Label-Questionnaire. The
questionnaire is structured in a way that the applicant can easily fill out. It is separated into 2 main
rounds: GENERIC and SPECIFIC indicators. Please find a general explanation below.

Round A: GENERIC INDICATORS

A.1.

A.2.

A3.

A4.

A.5.

A.6.

A7.

Identification and Geographical
Situation

Land ownership and legal
situation

Area and Biotope Description,
Biological Diversity and Land Use

List of game and fish species

List of conservation and / or
management actions

Annual shooting and/or angling
plan

Indicate the goals relating to
wildlife management that are to
be reached within the next five
years

= Asimple section where the applicant should
give the name, location and area of the territory.

=> This part aims to gather information on the
ownership of the estate (is it a private estate?
Who is the owner? Who is the manager? Are
there areas to which special legal provisions
apply?)

=> This part aims to clarify the biogeographical
conditions and the land use of the territory.

=> Here the applicant simply has to list all
species subject to hunting and fishing activities
in the estate.

=>» The applicant has to indicate whether there
are conservation and / or management actions
on the territory (such as re-vegetation, re-
forestation, creation of field margins, actions to
help to enhance breeding/nesting, etc.).

=> s there any annual plan for game
management?

=> |n this part the applicant should list the
objectives relating to the management of
wildlife and explain the actions which will be
carried out in order to achieve those objectives
during the next five years. (i.e. creating 5 ha of
field margins to improve habitat for pollinators,
hare and roe-deer)
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Round B: SPECIFIC INDICATORS

B.1. Level of disturbance

1.1  Human factors => |s the estate affected by poaching? Is there
constant human presence that does not belong
to the management personnel?

1.2 Demographic Criteria => What is the distance from the edge of
the Estate to the nearest town? What is the
population of the nearest town?

1.3 Municipal Waste = What happens with the solid urban residues
of the nearest town? Does the nearest town
have a sewage treatment plant?

1.4 Road infrastructure = What is the length of all national and local
roads and motorways which cross or border the
estate? What is the length of internal private
footpaths, tracks, trails within the estate?

1.5 Surveillance and monitoring => Does the estate have part-time or full-time
or even voluntary gamekeepers? Are there
monitoring stations, observation points and
sites on the estate?

B.2. Sustainable balance between

the different activities taking
place on the estate

2.1 Agricultural activities => This part assesses the impact of agriculture
activities carried out on the territory on local
biodiversity (e.g. is wildlife management
considered in farming operations? Is part of or
all the agricultural land cultivated through direct
sowing? Cultivated crops arriving to maturity are
left for wild fauna? Which measures are being
taken to prevent game damage? Etc)

2.2 Livestock activities => This part assesses the impact of livestock ac-
tivities carried out on the territory on local biodi-
versity (e.g. whether the commercial livestock is
at the forefront of the estate’s activities? Manure,
dung and animal excrement are treated by the
farm? The farm prevents livestock from troubling
the wildlife during reproduction?

2.3 Forestry activities => This part aims to assess the impact of forestry
activities carried out on the territory on local
biodiversity (e.g. is it appropriate to the scale
and intensity of the operations, a management
plan is kept up to date, is planting mainly natural
or done artificially? etc).

2.4 Hunting and fishing activities => This part aims to assess the way hunting and
fishing is carried out on the estate (e.g.: is there
any record of game species present in the estate
is performed annually?).

B.3. Natural, semi-natural and => Indicate the different animal species and
intensive hunting and fishing methods of hunting and fishing which are
grounds performed in small game hunting, big game

hunting and fish species.
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B.4. Conservation and Restoration => Indicate the conservation and restoration
Plans, Projects and Measures measures which have taken place or are
planned, such as:

Re-vegetation or re-forestation

Creation and maintenance of field margins

Wetlands and river beds

Measures that favor nest building

Construction of shelters and refuge for

wildlife

e Control of opportunistic predators with
selective methods

e Food supply and others

B.5. Biodiversity areas => This part aims to assess the total Biodiversity
Areas (BA) on the estate with the help of a table.

B.6. Food availability => This part aims to assess the potential food
available on the estate annually for the fauna.

B.7. Water availability and quality => This part aims to assess the water available
on the estate (e.g. how many water points and
what kind of water points has the estate?).

B.8. Presence of prey-species => In this section the importance of the
presence of prey species in estates is evaluated;
this has a great influence on the presence in the
estate of other species of symbolic fauna and, in
many cases, threatened fauna.

B.9. Presence of valuable species of => In this part the applicant has to indicate
wild fauna the animals considered to be emblematic,
according to European Directives (the Council
Directive 2009/147/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council of November 30,
2009 on the conservation of wild birds, and the
consolidated version of 01.01.2007, pursuant to
Council Directive 92/43/EEC of May 1992.

B.10. Wildlife balance => The wildlife balance can be calculated as the
quotient between the number of vertebrate
species present in the estate and the number of
species hunted in the estate.

B.11. Conservation of natural and => If present within the estate, list the natural
cultural heritage and cultural heritage elements including their
state of conservation.

B.12. Communication program => This part aims to assess the attitude of
organized activities on the estate (e.g. is there
any organized activity to reveal fauna, flora, and
hidden landscapes? What kind of profile do
the visitors have? What is the average time that
people stay in the estate? etc.).

The information contained in the questionnaires will be treated as confidential between the
applicant and the National delegation.

Applicants for the WE Label can request assistance from the relevant national delegation to
complete the WE Label-Questionnaire, which, due to the differences in Member States and
bio-geographical regions, may be different from country to country.






The application is assessed according to an evaluation grid, comprised of 12 criteria (see below)
that are embodied by the questionnaire. Special attention is given to the “sustainable balance
between economic activities on the territory” criterion, in which an applicant can receive up to
50 points. The criterion entitled ‘conservation and restoration plans, projects and measures” is
also given priority to ensure the longevity of the imposed changes as it assess the extent to
which estate activities are geared toward biodiversity enhancement. In order to receive the label,
an applicant must reach a minimum score of 210 out of 300, after which the label is valid for a
period of five years.

1. Level of disturbance supervision & monitoring /25
2. Sustainable balance between economic activities on the territory /50
3. Natural, semi-natural and intensive hunting and fishing grounds /30
4. Conservation and restoration plans, project and measures /40
5. Biodiversity areas /30
6. Food availability /10
7. Water availability /10
8. Presence of prey species /30
9. Presence of valuable species of wild fauna /20
10. Wildlife balance /30
11. Conservation of natural and cultural heritage /10
12. Communication program /15
TOTAL /300

If an applicant does not achieve the minimum necessary score after the assessment of the
application, the National Evaluation Committee will indicate the sections where improvements
can be made and the applicant will be invited to re-apply after having implemented the
suggested improvements. Itis important to stress the fact that this label is based on the voluntary
commitment of land owners and managers, including the decision to follow or not follow the
recommendations of the WE Label Evaluation Committee.

Should there be a change in ownership or a significant change in management practices, the
WE Label-Territory must notify the National Delegation so it can update the information about
the estate.

In order to ensure and maintain the quality and credibility associated with the WE Label, a
procedure for revoking non-compliant estates is also set in place. In the case that a labelled estate
is found to be repeatedly pursuing activities or management practices which clearly conflict
with local legislation or the WE Label commitments, the International jury will have the authority
to revoke the issued label. Such drastic action will occur only after a formal warning and an
improvement recommendation has been issued by the National delegation.
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Governance

In order to ensure full transparency throughout the WE Label methodology, the assessment pro-
cess involves various actors and is organized into the following steps:

The National Evaluation Committee will assess the applicant’s eligibility. As
a part of the evaluation process an expert will visit the estate and evaluate the
estate. The evaluator assesses the applicants and awards a score based on dif-
ferent aspects of criteria of the economic activities, land management practices
and their impact on nature and biodiversity.

The maximum score that can be achieved is 300. To obtain the label, the appli-
cant needs to reach minimum 210 points out of the 300.

If an applicant does not achieve the minimum necessary points after the
assessment of the application with the specific indicators, the National Evaluation
Committee will indicate the sections where improvement could be made and
the applicant will be invited to re-apply.

After the evaluation process, the National Evaluation Committee sends the
application form to the Ex-Officio coordinator, which is responsible for the
coordination of WE Label estates. It will submit the report and evaluation grid to
the International Jury of the WE Label.

The International Jury — the expert jury tasked with the issuing of labels — will
approve or reject the application and make their final decision.

Scientific committee

The general aim of the Scientific Committee is to facilitate the creation and validation of an
objective methodology for the WE Label in each country. It is a scientific board that advises
national delegations on matters relating to the questionnaire. This Committee is composed
of 7 highly qualified experts from the different biogeographical regions of the EU. They
assess the validity of the different scientific criteria and principles that embody the core
principles of the WE Label.
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Structure

The WE Label network is represented in 17 European countries mostly through a decentralized
network. The WE Label Secretariat is situated in Brussels, Belgium from where it coordinates the
activities of the National WE Label-Delegations.

European Landowners ‘Organization’ WE Partners

Ex-Officio coordinator Supporting WE

4
[N

SCIENTIFIC WE STEERING COMMITTEE INTERNATIONAL
COMMITTEE Responsible for decision-making JURY

scientific support ¢ and setting the strategic B Reward the WE Label
for WE direction of WE at European level

v 4 v
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ELO - Ex-officio coordinator

The European Landowners' Organization (ELO), created in 1972, is a unique federation of national
associations from the EU28 and beyond representing the interests of landowners, land managers
and rural entrepreneurs at European Union level. The organization promotes a sustainable and
prosperous countryside through private ownership, public-private initiatives, responsible land
management, and family businesses.

As an independent, non-profit organization, the ELO represents all rural entrepreneurs. Such a
broad scope of representation gives it unmatched presence and credibility in its relation with
European decision makers, at the highest level.

To advance its position, the ELO has developed a lobbying strategy, manages think tanks, and
is involved in international conferences, workshops and action programmes. The effectiveness
of the organisation relies on its ability to gather rural actors and political decision makers at a
local, regional, national and pan-European level. Not only does the ELO raise the interests and
concerns of their stakeholders, but also provides insight into the local effects of implementing EU
legislation through out, and beyond, the European Union.

The ELO is more than a solution-oriented organization; it supports its approaches with hands-on
programs such as the promotion of sustainable management practices through the WE Label
initiative.

Contact details:

Delphine Dupeux, Policy officer, delphine.dupeux@elo.org
Francesco Kinsky dal Borgo, Policy officer, Francesco.Kinsky@elo.org

National
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THE BELGIAN CROWN ESTATES

The Belgian Crown Estates consist of 6,350 ha situated within the forest of “Hautes Fagnes”
(Hertogenwald) and 4,100 ha in the heart of the forest of Saint-Hubert (St-Michel Freyr).

Since 1982, during the reign of King Baudouin, the Crown of Belgium entrusted its right to hunt
on the Hertogenwald and St-Michel Freyr's estates to a Management Board. The latter has been
given the mission to develop:

the best habitats for big game, which will be exemplarily managed (hunting section);
privileged sites of scientific research on wildlife and on the “forest-game” balance (scientific
section);

a gradual and rational opening of parts of these forests to admirers of nature, with a pedagog-
ical approach (socio-educational section).

Game management

The Management Board seeks to achieve a balance between the abundance and full development
of big game on the one hand, and maintaining a diverse flora and productive forest on the other.

Scientific research

One main idea concerns establishing the Crown Estates as pilot sites for scientific research,
especially in relation to the three big game species hunted there, namely Red deer, Wild boar
and Roe deer.



Socio-educational function

The educational role of the Crown Estates consists in:
a hunting component, which is akin to a “practice hunting school”;
and, a socio-educational component designed to create a host structure for public active
observation of wildlife and of the issues relating to its daily management.

Perspectives

The Crown Estates are pilot areas for sustainable hunting. One of the major concerns for the next
five years will be to implement an example of sustainable management of hunting, trying to
integrate the best hunting practices in rural areas. Hunting activities are meaningful only if they
are thought out over the long term: they must not endanger other rural activities and, instead,
should intervene favourably on most of them.

Walloon Region Flemish Region

Contact people: Contact person :

Manuel de Tillesse Christoph Leenarts

e-mail: manuel.detillesse@spw.wallonia.be e-mail: christophe@lenaerts.tv
Alain Licoppe

e-mail: Alain.Licoppe@spw.wallonie.be

Walloon Foundation for the conservation of habitats
Patrick Miel
e-mail: patrick.miel@bureaubtee.com

b CZECH REPUBLIC

THE MARADA ESTATE

Wildlife management has a long tradition in the Czech Republic amongst both private landowners
and the public sector. One privately managed estate, located near Sardice in the Moravian region,
has recently been awarded the WE Label for it's commitment to conserving biodiversity.

This ecological farm, owned by Dr. Petr MARADA, researcher at the Mendel University of Brno,
and founder of local NGO ‘PRO PRIRODU A MYSLIVOST (for nature and hunting), has transformed
under his management. Since acquiring this farm of a little over 60 ha, he has created a show-case
of how ecological elements and landscape features, combined with the careful management of
natural resources, can be economically profitable and generate long-term benefits.
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Dr. MARADA has focused his management on reducing soil erosion, increasing the soil ‘s capacity
to retain water, providing suitable habitats for biodiversity, as well as educating the general public
on the importance of applying good agricultural and environmental practices. The activities
he has carried include the establishment of a Wetland ecosystem, biocorridors and grass-belts;
planting of fruit trees; afforestation of arable land; and, the creation of permanent grass land.

Dr. MARADA is also participating in the evaluation and auditing of the Wildlife Estates applications
in the Czech Republic, and is a key promoter of the WE Label initiative through the regular
information and training sessions he manages.

WE Label in the Czech Republic

Hence, the Wildlife Estate label is present in the Czech Republic, but the network needs
strengthening. In 2012, three new estates received the WE Label, bringing the total number of
labelled territories to four (representing over 10 000 ha of land). Efforts are being made by a small
team to further promote the label and obtain the certification of other estates. This team is also
working on gaining more recognition and support from the general public and decision makers.

In the coming years, focus will be given to strengthening the link between the labelled estates,
land managers and civil society through education and awareness programs. Furthermore, the
Czech National Delegation will continue its lobbying efforts towards policy makers as well as
associations of farmers, hunters and land owners, to show that the WE Label can be a useful and
practical policy tool for both land managers and national administrators. Besides increasing the
number of labelled territories in this country, the focus over the next few months will be to form a
multi-disciplinary working group tasked with reviewing and adapting the WE Label Questionnaire
to local conditions. This working group will bring together a range of stakeholders to produce a
comprehensive document which will be the basis for awarding a label officially recognised by
state authorities.

Contact person:
Francesco Kinsky dal Borgo, Project Manager for the Czech Republic
e-mail: francesco kinsky@elo.org
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BORREBY GODS

Borreby Castle (Danish: Borreby Slot) is a fortified manor house located
near Skalskar, Slagelse Municipality. The castle, built in 1556, is located
in the south-west corner of the island of Zealand in eastern Denmark.

Borreby is especially known from Hans Christian Andersen tale “The Wind Tells about Valdemar
Daae and His Daughters’, which tells the story of Johan Frii's nephew who had to leave Borreby
as his endeavors as an alchemist failed. In 1783, the estate was bought by Major General Joachim
Melchior Holten Castenschiold and has remained in the hands of the family since then. The castle
and the estate are currently managed as a modern agricultural estate with a large production of
biomass for power stations on Zealand. Free public access is available to the outer courtyard and
park, where visitors can catch views of the historical buildings. The castle is also open for tours
on prior notification. Borreby has diverse and rich natural areas. The estate’s forests and meadows
provide habitats for many different and rare species, such as pheasants and deer.

Contact person:
Gustav Hagemann, e-mail: gustav@ruuthsbo.se
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THE KLOOSTRIMETSA ESTATE (Forest of a Monastery)

The main residence of the estate is located near the ruins of a medieval fortress of the Padise
(Padis) Cistercian Monastery. The estate has a territory of 1430 ha, situated in the North-western
coastal area of Estonia. The estate has merged several former farms and therefore consists of many
separate holdings stretched across the area. Soils on the coastal area are young, very variable
and poor. The main habitats on the estate are forests, agricultural lands, bogs and wetlands. The
economy of the estate relies on forestry, farming of organic beef, orchards and mining activities.

60 ha of Estate territory are under NATURA 2000 protection. In addition, there are 10 sites of forest
land which are dedicated to wildlife by the voluntary commitment of the owner. The estate has
also launched its own environmental program. The wildlife inventory is going on right now. Some
very rare and endangered bird, plant and fern species have been found on site, which may justify
the creation of a private nature reserve.

The full control over game management activities still faces some legal limitations, even after
the more landowner-friendly Hunting Act was passed by Parliament in June 2013. Fauna in the
area is diverse and the presence of big carnivores like the brown bear, wolf and lynx is especially
interesting. The population of moose and wild boar is unsustainably high, whilst small game
needs better management.

Kloostrimetsa Estate aims to:
achieve full control on game management
establish the program for preservation and restoration of endangered habitats and species
restore former mining area as a refuge for nesting and migrating water-fowls
launch a varmint (fox, mink, raccoon dog) control programme
reduce the excess population of wild boar and moose

Contact person:
Ando Eeelma
e-mail: ando.eelma@neti.ee
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THE PORKKALA ESTATE

WE accredited Porkkala Estate covers 1000 ha and is comprised of 850 hectares of forests and 150
ha of arable land. The estate is owned by Antti and Anja Rikala and is situated in Southern Finland,
within the boreal zone. The whole estate and its buildings belong to a nationally protected,
culturally valuable landscape in Finland. The estate is located on the shore of lake Ormajarvi, a
Natura 2000 site. The Sajaniemi area (82 ha) within the Porkkala Estate is also a Natura 2000 site
and belongs to the national grove protection programme. The estate also has several further
conservation areas (31,8 ha in total) including a forest grazing habitat, voluntarily maintained as
such by the owners.

The general objectives at the Porkkala estates are to secure the habitats of game species and
increase the biodiversity on the estate and in nearby Natura 2000 sites via habitat and game
management. On the other hand, game management is undertaken to support game/ fauna
balance, and to minimize any potential damage caused by large game species to traffic,
agriculture and forestry.

There are 21 bird species (listed in the bird directive at annex1) present on the estate. Three grouse
species are currently nesting on the estate: capercaillie; black grouse; and, hazel grouse. Four
mammals listed in habitat directive are also present on the estate, of which flying squirrel and
Lynx are the most emblematic.

The Porkkala estate has served as a location site for much scientific biological research, and as a
fieldtrip target for gamekeepers, students, birdwatchers and hikers alike.

Contact person:
Ahti Putaala
e-mail: ahti.putaala@metsa.fi
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THE MAZEROLLES ESTATE

The Mazerolles Domain, an area of 580 ha, is located in the valley of the Erdre, 30 km north of
Nantes.

Under the current management, these artificially built wetlands, created in 1960 through the
building of a dam and water-level management, have been designed to harvest peat.

Integrated agricultural practices (late mowing and extensive grazing through the establishment
of a herd of cows) have facilitated the reopening of the milieu, whilst further agriculture has been
developed through the organic production method.

Sustainable fish and hunting activities have been implemented, and these currently provide a
diverse range of leisure activities:
150 ha of ponds are dedicated to recreational and active fishing, practiced with the “No kill”
technique (catch & release);
the hunting of quail and snipe with a retriever; bird-game hunting or hut-hunting of anatidae;
and, boar-hunting are organised for a few days during the season.

Additionally, a professional fisherman is currently developing a population of pike in the various
bodies of water.

Very tight local partnerships with conservation associations allow regular ornithological monitor-
ing. The establishment of this environment, as well as the maintenance of the grasslands and the
moats, should help to see the prompt return of some remarkable species.

Finally, since 2013, beehives have been installed on the domain for honey production, and as a
bio-indicator of environmental quality.

This exceptional site, listed in the Natura 2000 network, shows that it is economically profitable
to combine agricultural activities, fisheries and hunting as well as environmental quality and
biodiversity.

Contact people:
Michel Reffay
e-mail: michel.reffay@oncfs.gouv.fr

Jean Michel Soubieux
e-mail: jean-michel.soubieux@oncfs.gouv.fr
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THE BISDORF ESTATE

A major attraction of the “Bisdorf” biodiversity project is its unique combining of several already
existing, valuable habitat types within a single core area. This is composed of waterlogged
meadows, wet woodland fragments, shrub areas, hedgerows, dry grasslands and populations of
wild pears and apples.

Marsh orchids, kingfishers and
skylarks are regularly sighted, and
egrets, ducks, coots, moorhens,
woodcock, cranes, terrapin, various
amphibians, dragonflies and marsh
irises have been further spotted

by the owner Giinther Graf v. D.
Schulenburg. As such, he has
chosen to withdraw from intensive
farm activity on the 20-acre core
area at Bisdorf in order to conserve
and encourage this wealth of
wildlife.

The WE Label project

The first step in this process, sponsored by the state of Niedersachsen (Lower Saxony), is the
creation of new habitats in the building of several still water areas with high ground water
recharge potential. Where these still waters have been established, an increase in biodiversity can
already be observed and is expected to continue.

Next steps include the maintenance and increased apprecia-
tion of existing habitat types within the core zone, with a view
to increasing their biological diversity. This will be achieved
in the thinning out of grassland and forest screens, establish-
ment of baffle slopes (for kingfishers), and the fostering of
wild fruits, poor grass, hedgerows, and wild orchids. Many of
these measures will improve habitat quality for hoofed spe-
cies, rabbits, pheasants, woodcock, quail and ducks.

Furthermore, a system of corridors of flower strips, bee pastures, hedges and herbaceous fallow
‘connects’the agricultural areas of activity and the core area for biodiversity. This creates valuable
landscapes, providing habitats for rare and sporadically appearing species on the Bisdorf estate,
including partridge, snipe, quail, skylarks, ducks, birds, hare and pheasants. For after all, nature
protection also results in a more stable relationship between communities and the landscape,
ensuring higher diversity of species for the benefit of all.

Contact person:
Gunther Graf von der Schulenburg
e-mail: Guenther@graf-schulenburg.de



THE NETHERLANDS

DE HOGE VELUWE NATIONAL PARK

The WE Label accredited De Hoge Veluwe National Park is the largest actively managed
conservation area in private hands in the Netherlands. It covers about 5400 hectares in total,
of which 5000 hectares are enclosed by fencing, and consists of 3200 hectares of woodland
and 2200 hectares of open terrain, including heathland and about 60 hectares of drift sand. The
woods are mostly made up of first generation scots pine stands, but also include older mixed
forests. Throughout the area there are tracks and trails. Within the heathland, several peat bogs
and fens occur, formed as a result of local water stagnation.

Due to its central position in the Netherlands, De Hoge Veluwe National Park plays a key role
in the country’s National Ecological Network. The Park is also part of the European Natura 2000
network. The careful and systematic, long-continued management has led to a large diversity in
biotopes, which together form a sanctuary for many floral and faunal species that today are rare
and protected. For several of these the Park constitutes the last refuge in the Netherlands.

Many species of fauna live in De Hoge Veluwe National Park. Some of them are hunted (red deer,
wild board and mouflon). The Park traditionally sold its culled animals to game dealers. In 2005,
because of falling prices, the Park started to sell venison, to the public. Initially it feared negative
publicity and campaigns by anti-hunting groups. However, the opposite appeared to be true,
since the reaction from most of the media was very positive.

Contact person:
Seger van Voorst
e-mail: vanvoorsttotvoorst@hogeveluwe.nl
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THE BABINEK ESTATE

Created in 1870 by the family von SETHE, the Babinek estate has been going through several wars
until 2001, when Stéphane GERARD decided to give a second chance to the territory. Situated in
the picturesque West Pomerania region, close to the Baltic sea and Oder river, mainly made out of
forest and arable land, the current agricultural estate of 1050 ha produces sugar beets, potatoes,
oil seed rape, maize and wheat, but at the same time has been establishing and maintaining
woods, marshland and waterbodies, as well as supporting the conservation of partridges in order
to maintain a vital part of its environment and allow nature to find its balance between agriculture
productivity and the beauty of its biodiverity-rich heritage.

The estate is being part of the agro-environmental plan concerning the protection of soil and wa-
ter; which creates perfect habitat for i.e. grey partridges, hares, cervidae or goose. Yearly counting
on the territory identified also eagles and storks.

To better communicate with surrounding urban population and to maintain links with neighbor-
ing rural population the estate opens its doors also to pupils and students. It is also the perfect
occasion to increase exchange of best practices between Polish and French farmers, hunters and
scientists enhancing European share of knowledge.

Contact person:
Emanuelle Mikosz
e-mail: emmanuelle.mikosz@elo.org



PORTUGAL

THE HERDADE DA RAPOSA

The Herdade da Raposa is the first Wildlife Estate in Portugal and one of the first four Pilot Wildlife
Estates labeled in 2007. Located at Mértola (southeast Portugal) this 2.492 hectares estate
stretches 12 kilometers along the Guadiana River, the spinal cord of the Guadiana Valley Natural
Park, being totally Special Protection Area and partially Special Area of Conservation.

In this estate seven Natural Habitats of the Directive and more than 180 vertebrate species
can be found including several endangered ones. Herdade da Raposa is a biodiversity hotspot
where hunting is not only compatible with nature conservation but is also the main rural activity
contributing to support habitat and populations management, thus the promotion of biodiversity.

Its landowner implemented a model of sustainable farming, forestry and environmental
conservation aiming to maintain favorable habitats particularly for wild red-legged-partridge, the
main goal of the management. A mosaic of natural habitats and game crops has been created
and maintained to promote ecotones on which species like red-legged-partridge and rabbit
strongly depend. The high densities of prey species that occur at Herdade da Raposa support
several top predators including golden-eagle, imperial eagle, bonelli's eagle and wild-cat.

This is one of many examples where sustainable hunting and good habitat and population
management practices contribute significantly to halt the loss of biodiversity, to maintain natural
habitats and to recover the unfavorable status of some endangered species.

Herdade da Raposa has been awarded by the Portuguese Big Game Hunters club with the prize
for best wild boar hunting estate in 2007 and recently received the BelleEuropa Award (2011).

WE Label in Portugal

ANPC is fully committed to contribute to the Wildlife Estates network promoting the initiative in
Portugal. There are already 15 Wildlife Estates in Portugal (Mediterranean region) and our goal is
to double the number next year. Also the Portuguese National delegation want to implement the
Wildlife Estates in the Macaronesian and Atlantic region, adapting and developing the evaluation
criteria for these two biogeographic regions.

Contact person:
Jodo Carvalho
e-mail: jc@anpc.pt
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EDINGLASSIE ESTATE

The WE Label accredited Edinglassie Estate covers 6,000 hectares, chiefly comprising environmen-
tally important heather moorland, 5% of woodland and the rest in pasture. This area includes the
Ladder Hills Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and
Greenhill of Strathdon SSSIand SAC.

Livestock graze the hill ground at extensive densities during the summer. A long-term forest
management plan focuses on conversion of commercial woodland into native broadleaved trees,
continuous cover and low impact forestry.

The principal interest is on Red Grouse management, which drives wildlife conservation. The Es-
tate also manages a small wild Pheasant shoot. Grouse counts are carried out before the shooting
season, which determine best practice shooting frequency to maintain a stock for the future.

Mammal species on the Estate include Otter, Mountain Hare, Brown Hare, Red Squirrel and Water
Vole. Bird species include Red and Black Grouse, Curlew, Lapwing, Golden Plover, Scottish Crossbill
and Twite.

There are rare alpine plants on
the highest parts of the Estate,
along with juniper, downy wil-
low and twinflower lower down.
The heather is carefully managed
through rotation of muirburn
to create a mosaic of growth
ages, balancing nutritious young
heather with longer cover for
nesting and shelter. The Moor is
maintained by 3 Game-keepers
and a trainee-keeper.

Edinglassie conducts various communication programmes across the year including open days,
educational visits and research. Edinglassie also recently received the Golden Plover award from
the Heather Trust and the Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust for upland conservation work.

WE Label Scotland (WE Labels) development programme 2013-14

The WE Label Scotland (WE Labels) development programme will focus over the course of the
next year on inviting more applications for accreditation from the current membership of 250
Estates that have signed up to the principles and 10 commitments of WE Labels. The WE Label
will continue our dialogue with Scottish Government to find ways of encouraging accreditation
through incentives that link with the Scotland Rural Development Programme (SRDP). This may
also open up a new audience amongst larger farms committed to wildlife management. The
WE Label will continue to work with Government on development of Land Use Strategy. The WE
Label can now record information from Estates in the WE Labels database and will start to provide
aggregated reports to Scottish Natural Heritage demonstrating the work carried out by WE Label
in respect of key biodiversity and other indicators.

Contact people:
Luke Borwick
e-mail: luke@blairtrust.co.uk

Douglas McAdam
e-mail: Douglas.McAdam@srpba.com
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LA GARGANTA ESTATE

La Garganta Estate has a surface area of 13,289 ha and is located in the south of the province of
Ciudad Real, in Castilla-La Mancha region in the southwest of the Iberian Peninsule. The estate lies
at an average altitude of 669 meters above the sea level. The northern half of the estate is formed
of a range of mountains and hills (sierra) where Pines (Pinus sylvestris), maples (Acer sp), and
Oaks (Quercus spp.) grow; whereas in the southern half the vegetation comprises woodland and
open wooded pastures (dehesas) with isolated Holm Oak (Quercus ilex), olive (Olea europaea)
and Eucalyptus (Eucaliptus camaldulensis). Especially well conserved areas include the riverbank
of La Ribera stream, with more than 11 kilometers of Alder trees (Alnus glutinosa).

The estate is managed with two priorities in mind: conserving the indigenous natural environment
(flora and fauna), and developing sustainable uses, including hunting. This policy has allowed
the density of Red Deer (Cervus elaphus), Spanish Ibex (Capra pyrenaica) Wild board (sus scrofa)
and Roe Deer (Capreolus capreolus) to increase, along with the Red-legged Partridge (Alectoris
rufa) and Rabbit (Oryctolagus cunniculus), both of the latter being important links in the food
chain of protected and valuable species which are, for example the Iberian Imperial Eagle (Aquila
adalberti) (present on the setate with eleven breeding pairs) or the Iberian Lynx (Lynx pardinus).
In total, there are 234 different vertebrate species, among others the Black Stork (Ciconia nigra),
Black Vulture (Aegypius monachus) and Iberian Wolf (Canis lupus signatus).

All these different aspects mean that La Garganta can be considered as one of the richest
European estates in terms of biodiversity, and in fact, the WE Label project chose this property as
a model pilot estate for the Mediterranean bioregion in Spain.

Spanish national delegation objectives

Spain has 60 labelled Estates covering 170,000 hectares, with the aim of achieving more than
210,000 hectares in one year. The national delegation will continue working on the improvement
of the Objective Evaluation Methodologies for the Atlantic, Alpine, Mediterranean and
Macaronesian bio-regions. Contacts have been made with different Regional Administrations,
especially in Extremadura and Castilla-La Mancha (7,700 potential Estates, covering more than
7 million hectares), where they are considered to benefit the WE Label with some incentives, for
example reducing taxes and simplifying administrative processes.

Contact people:

Carlos Otero

e-mail: oterocar@hotmail.com
Maria Ledesma

e-mail : maria.peli@hotmail.com
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DYLTA BRUK

The estate comprises 4,500 hectares of land and water. The main activities include forestry,
aquaculture, pikeperch farming, hunting, fishing, land and water leasing, quarries and property
management.

The countryside surrounding the buildings of Dylta Bruk is slightly undulating, with areas of arable
land, pasture land and water. The open nature of the countryside is regarded as priceless by the
local inhabitants. Therefore, nature conservation in this area focuses on maintaining this openness
while at the same time creating biotopes for the protection of, and favorable conditions for birds
and small game species.

A large number of lakes and pools have been created through the damming of running water
from the forest lands, and these provide breeding places and food for whooper swans, ducks,
cranes and waders. The artificial pools and lakes, together with the natural lake Listre, also
accommodate northern Europe’s largest farming of pikeperch.

In the estate’s forests, progressive operations are carried out to develop the forests and to maintain
a good living environment for elk, roe deer and other game. The area, called the Bruk park, has an
old stand of high-grade hardwood trees that include oak and beech.

Contact person:
Gustav Hagemann
e-mail: gustav@ruuthsbo.se



UK
N g

THE HOLKHAM ESTATE

The WE Label accredited privately owned Holkham Estate is located on the north Norfolk coast,
approximately 70 km northwest of the country city of Norwich and a little over 200 km north east
of London. The 15000 hectares estate stretches for about 15 km along the coast with the vast
sandy beach of Holkham bay at its center.

In addition to Holkham Hall, the estate has a total of 25 tenanted farms, made up of approximately
6100 hectares, plus 1850 hectares that is farmed “in-hand” Holkham Farming Company has a
conservation policy, which is operated over all of the farms under ELS and HLS agri-environment
schemes. They leave areas of unsprayed crop margins around farms, where no fertiliser or agro
chemicals are used. This gives cover for young birds and a bank of insects for food. The agri-
environment schemes are managed for wildlife and wild bird cover crops for seed-eating birds
such as linnet, greenfinch, yellowhammer, chaffinch, goldfinch, redpoll, brambling and tree
sparrow. Set-aside is also a valuable habitat for ground-nesting birds.

Thanks to this careful management, the territory can boast a healthy population of many species
that are considered rare or endangered. Skylarks, wild grey partridge, lapwings and barn owls are
a common sight on the estate. There are also water voles on the Rivers Burn and Stiffkey, which
meander through Holkham land.

In the estate there is a 35-acre lake (over which shooting is not allowed, but left as a sanctuary),
along with many ponds that WE Label use for duck flighting in the winter. In the summer, these
WE Labeltlands are home to breeding duck, geese, newts, frogs, toads, kingfishers and dragonflies.

The estate employs a team of gamekeepers dedicated to wild game, conservation and countryside
management. A predator control programme is exercised within the law, which gives all ground
nesting birds and mammals, such as hares and water voles, a better chance of survival.

Wildlife is fairly constant, but its surroundings are not, so it is in the interest of the estate to study
conditions and try to correct or enhance the habitat. This can be done by improving what already
exists, but also by creating new habitats for specific reasons. Cover crops such as chicory, maize,
triticale and sorgham for producing insects and seeds at the right time of year, not only benefit
game birds, but a myriad of songbirds and other creatures too.

Contact person:
Delphine Dupeux
e-mail: delphine.dupeux@elo.org






WE ACT FOR BIODIVERSITY

A joint project to the WE Label:

The Pollinator Network initiative (PNi)

In Europe a great variety of bees, butterflies, beetles and other insects are responsible for
pollination. Agricultural practices as well as urbanization in the last decades have resulted in a loss
of structures, flowers and forage that are essential for these pollinators.

Currently, the European Commission’s ambition is to halt biodiversity loss and the degradation of
ecosystem services by 2020. This will have an important effect on agricultural landscapes.

To better support these important species and the goals of the European Commission, the ELO
and the Friends of the Countryside, in collaboration with Operation Pollinator by Syngenta, created
the Pollinators Network initiative (PNi), as WE Label, believe that the agricultural landscape has the
ability to provide sufficient resources for pollinator species and, in doing so, has a direct impact
upon the size and resilience of their population. The availability of feed and breeding habitats is
also a key factor of the probability of an insect realizing all of the stages of its life cycle. Therefore,
land that surrounds and divides cultivated areas, such as field margins, has a tremendous capacity
for pollinator promotion.

The PNi recognizes the importance of pollinators and field margins, and functions as a network
for land managers. It proves the much-needed link between experts and farmers and helps those
who are ready to make an active contribution. With the help of the project farmers can learn
more about optimal field management, especially of the field margins, in order to optimize the
conditions for the health and wellbeing of pollinator species. This helps provide these important
insects with shelter, food, and breeding areas.

Joining the Pollinator Network initiative as an additional but separate project to the WE Label,
helps to provide important pollination services and agricultural solutions. The ultimate goal of the
PNi is to shape a community that shares knowledge, encourages land managers, and supports
sustainable estate management for generations to come.

Therefore, the ELO and the FCS encourage properties to participate jointly in both the WE Label
and the PNi; these two schemes help to spread those best management practices that are
valuable both for land managers and biodiversity.

For more information contact:
Julianna Nagy, Project Coordinator, julianna.nagy@elo.org
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